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DEDICATION

To the sacred memory of the greatest Bangalee of all
times, the great Architect of Independent Bangladesh,
Pioneer of disaster risk management, the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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PRESIDENT
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
BANGABHABAN, DHAKA.

19 Ashwin 1428
Message 04 October 2021

I welcome the initiative of the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief to publish a booklet titled ‘Sheikh Hasina in Building
a Disaster Resilient Bangladesh’ as part of celebration of the auspicious events of the Birth Centenary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheik Mujibur Rahman and the Golden Jubilee of Independence.

The change spearheaded by Bangabandhu in disaster management five decades back is being successfully implemented under
the statesman like leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Consequently, the disaster-induced damage and loss have been
reduced significantly and Bangladesh has been marching forward with an indomitable pace keeping its mark on various socio-
economic development indexes. Meanwhile, the disaster risk management of Bangladesh has been lauded globally as the loss of life
and property due to disasters like flood and cyclone has been reduced.

The present government has emphasized on the implementation of disaster risk informed development activities to make
Bangladesh a developed country by 2041. On the way to attain sustainable development, a number of measures including the
formulation of inclusive and updated legal framework, strengthening institutional capacity building, emphasizing on strategic planning
have been undertaken to combat the climate and disaster-induced challenges. The government has been working relentlessly to save the
lives and livelihood ofthe people providing sector-wise stimulus packages in COVID-19 pandemic.

We have still along way to go to make Bangabandhu’s dream of ‘Golden Bengal’a reality. We have to establish a society free from
all kinds of discrimination and oppression where in real sense people will be the owners of the state. We all have to work relentlessly to
reduce disaster risk significantly to build a country without hunger and poverty in order to implement the dream and aspiration of
advancement of the nation. All the stakeholders including the public and private, national, regional and international organizations,
mass media and the people should play an integrated role to reduce the damage and loss caused by disasters.

I'wish success of the publication of the ministry of Disaster Management and Relief.

Joi Bangla.
Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever.
g \
bdul Hamld
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The Disaster Risk Reduction Trajectory of Bangladesh

“Bangladesh is the best teacher in
climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction”

— Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon

The contribution of Sheikh Hasina to build a disaster-resilient Bangladesh is not only resonated in the voice of
Former UN General Secretary Ban Ki-moon but also in the recognitions of global leaders and Bangladesh has
been a synonym of miracle to them. The trailblazer of this expedition of progress is Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Following the guiding principles of Bangabandhu, under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina,
Bangladesh has become a recognized role model in preventing disaster. It has been a tough nut to crack to prevent and avoid disaster
from happening but it has become possible to reduce the risk as well as loss and damage caused by disaster with the fusion of disaster
preparedness and modern technology. The substantial example of that is the catastrophic cyclone in 1970 and cyclone Amphan in 2020.
Though a million people lost their lives in 1970, the introduction of modern technology and disaster preparedness restricted the number
of the deceased to only 10 in cyclone Amphan in 2020. Sheikh Hasina has been globally applauded for tackling the twin attack of
cyclone and COVID-19 pandemic. Sheikh Hasina has not only tackled cyclone but also other disasters including flood, lightning and
landslide caused by climate change and thus has set an example to be followed by others. Sheikh Hasina has no longer been a national
leader, in fact, she has been a global leader ‘Champion of the Earth’. The most disaster-prone delta, Bangladesh, of the world is a

disaster-resilient country today.

Sheikh Hasina has been the lighthouse of the hopes and aspiration of the people of Bangladesh for leading from the front to make the
dream of Father of the Nation’s Golden Bengal of a reality, to implement her long-cherished digital Bangladesh, to introduce
Bangladesh as a developed nation in 2041 and to implement Bangladesh Delta Plan-2100.

I believe that the booklet titled ‘Sheikh Hasina in Building Disaster Resilient Bangladesh’ published by the Ministry of Disaster and
Relief on the auspicious occasions of the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation and the Golden Jubilee of Independence will reflect

the hopes and aspirations of the common people and will be a pioneer in disaster management.

Dr. Enamur Rahman, mp

State Minister
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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Leadership behind Our Achievements in Disaster Management

“Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.”

—Warren G. Bennis

The greatest Bangali of all time, the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the pioneer of
disaster risk management. Bangabandhu realized the importance of Disaster Risk Management (DRM) fifty years
back. Based on his experience of dealing with Cyclone in 1970, he paved the effective ways for risk reduction and
undertook extensive plan for development and DRM. The anti-liberation perpetrators assassinated Bangabandhu and
most of his family members on 15 August, 1975 and they stopped all the steps initiated by him. The measures of
Bangabandhu were revived after the formation of the government under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Though
Bangladesh is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world, under the firm leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the country
has already been recognized as a ‘Role Model’ in disaster management.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been making the long-cherished dream of Bangabandhu a reality. As the worthy daughter and Change
Maker, she has turned out to be a global leader surpassing the national boundary. She has already been awarded with a number of rewards, accolades,
and recognitions for her contribution to the numerous fields including peace, democracy, poverty alleviation, development, health, child mortality
rate reduction, climate adaptation, use of information technology and for establishing peace and friendly relations among various nations and
countries. The combination of genuine patriotism, prudence, determined mindset and humanitarian qualities has emboldened her position in global
leadership platform which is matter of pride for each and every citizen of Bangladesh.

The government of Bangladesh, under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, is determined to build a developed nation by 2041.
To achieve this target, we will leave no stone unturned to improve the overall condition by adopting ‘Whole of Society Approach’ and following all
the international protocols on disaster management, national acts, policies, orders and plans.

The publication of the booklet titled “Sheikh Hasina in Building a Disaster Resilient Bangladesh” on the auspicious occasions of the birth centenary
of the Father of the Nation and the Golden Jubilee of Independence has been profoundly significant. Based on pragmatic information, how the
culture of ‘early management’ gets operational instead of the traditional ‘reactive management’ has been portrayed in this booklet following the
footsteps of Bangabandhu, under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. This booklet manifests the expedition of disaster
management in Bangladesh from the Father of the Nation to the Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina including the institutional and legal
frameworks, disaster risk reduction and all the major achievements of serving the distressed humanity. The capacity building activities of a family,
society and institution, the supporting infrastructure and the scrutinized information about early warning system to tackle disaster have also been
included. The booklet has demonstrated the incarnation of Sheikh Hasina as the ‘“Mother of Humanity’ since she plays the role of a Guardian Angel
for the Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals. The trajectory of Sheikh Hasina from a National Leader to a Global Leader, because of her prudent
leadership and role of Change Maker, has been demonstrated in this publication.

e e

Md. Mohsin

Secretary
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief.
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
to Sheikh Hasina
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Disaster Risk Management in Bangladesh:
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib to Sheikh Hasina

The catastrophic Cyclone in 1970 is the ‘Turning Point’ in the
disaster risk management of this nation. The cyclone struck the
coastal area just before the general election in that year. The
negligence and inefficiency of the then government led to the
death of more than a million people and huge loss of property.

“The legacy of the Pakistani authorities’ almost
implausibly inept and careless disaster response
Jjust before democratic elections in 1970 was a
stunning East Pakistani victory, followed by a
bloody civil war that liberated East Bengalis from
the yoke of West Pakistani neo-colonial rule.”

-History Workshop Journal (HWJ) Democracy and
Disaster: Pakistan in Bangladesh (1970) and Trump in
Puerto Rico (2017), Naomi Hossain, December 6, 2017

The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
rushed to help survivors in the affected areas with his limited
resources and deep love for the people suspending his election
campaign. Bangabandhu protested and vehemently criticized
through mass media for the negligence of Pakistani rulers for
their delayed response to the victims of cyclone. He called upon
the global community to come and help the victims affected by
Cyclone with relief works. A number of International
Organizations quickly responded to the call of Bangabandhu and
helped the victims of cyclone.
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Bangabandhu: The friend of 'have-nots'

“Because natural disasters are so common and so
difficult to control in East Pakistan and because
resources are so limited, the central Government,
pleading helplessness; has tended to ignore the
disasters and invest its resources elsewhere.”

-Sydney H. Schanberg, New York Times 1970

Bangabandhu, with all his previous experiences, initiated the
participatory and sustainable disaster risk reduction program instead
of relief-based temporary program immediately after the
independence. He established Ministry of Relief and Rehabilitation
in 1972. Bangabandhu also established Cyclone Preparedness
Program (CPP) that year in order to save the lives and property of
the people of coastal area. Apart from that he spearheaded the
programs including the establishment of Mujib Killa (earthen
mounds), construction of embankment, tree plantation and other
various effective initiatives. He allocated 11 percent of total budget
for disaster management during 1972-75. The clairvoyant plan and
initiatives of Bangabandhu, in fact, planted the seed of disaster risk
management in independent Bangladesh.
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“There was huge resentment among Bengalis. They
saw foreigners were doing more than their own
government to support the disaster victims. The
cyclone was the real reason for the final break.”

-Eric Griffel, US Relief Officer, The Blood Telegram
by GaryJ. Bass. Pp. 23
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After excruciating killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in 1975, the activities related to disaster risk
management got stagnant. The subsequent governments, after
1975, did not follow the early initiatives taken by Bangabandhu.
Due to lack of adequate preparation to combat natural disaster
was apparent when floods occurred for two consecutive years in
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Bangabandhu- the Pioneer of Disaster Risk Management
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1987 and 1988 and cyclone in 1991. The fatalities of cyclone in
1991 got a global attention and the incident was widely
criticized as an example of failure.

What a blessed nation we are! Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is a pioneer and a worthy daughter of the visionary
father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The disaster risk management
activities, under the extraordinary leadership of Sheikh Hasina,
have reached a new height. As a result, Bangladesh is marching
forward carving the unprecedented mark of development in
socio-economic development indicators. Bangladesh has
already been recognized as a 'Role Model' of disaster risk
management in the world as the country remarkably reduced the
damage and loss incurred by natural calamities including
cyclone and flood. Sheikh Hasina has been awarded with a
number of prestigious awards and recognitions by UN along
with other Countries and International Organizations for her
socio-economic development and humanitarian works.

Prime Minister has amazed the world by formulating and
adopting early warning policy that paves the way of smooth
economic activities in the midst of COVID-19 pandemic.

“Bangladesh became a role model not only in
development but also in disaster management
intheworld.”
-Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Bangabandhu International Conference Center, 13

October 2019.
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The countrywide development spree is going on under the
leadership of Sheikh Hasina with a view to introducing
Bangladesh as a developed country by 2041. The country has
developed inclusive and time-sensitive policies, taken various
activities for enhancing institutional capacities and strategic
plan (structural and non-structural) in order to mitigate the
climate change and disaster related constraints for sustainable
development.

“Bangladesh is the best teacher
in disaster risk reduction and

climate change adaptation.”

---Ban Ki Moon
Former Secretary General, United Nations
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“Bangladesh is one of the countries that
are repeatedly affected by the disaster.
Therefore, Bangladesh has a special interest in
building a regular institutional system suitable
for the world community to deal with the
situation arising from natural disasters.”

-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujubur Rahman, United Nations General
Assembly, 25 September 1974
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Sheikh Hasina in Developing Legal and
Institutional Framework

The Legal Framework in Disaster Risk Management

A certain number of updated acts, policies and plans have been
formulated according to the direction and thoughtful suggestion
of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to make an
enabling environment to reduce the risk of disaster.

The following act, policy, orders, strategy, plan and guideline
have been formulated in line with the national mid-term and
long-term plans including Eighth-five-year plan, Perspective
Plan (2021-2041) and Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100.

e Disaster Management Act, 2012

 National Disaster Management Policy, 2015

o Standing Orders on Disaster, 2019

e National Plan for Disaster Management (2021-2025)
e Disaster Management (Fund Operation) Rules, 2021

« National Strategy on Internal Displacement Management,
2021

e Cyclone Shelter Construction, Maintenance and
Management Policy, 2011

o Dead Body Management Guideline, 2016

 Disaster Management Research Guideline, 2020

 Urban Volunteer Management Guideline, 2019
International agreements and protocols including Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, Paris Agreement on

Climate Change, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have
been, in particular, taken into account to formulate these policies.
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In accordnce with the act, disaster management policy, fifth-
year plan of disaster management, standing orders on disaster,
various strategics and guidelines have been formulated.

The act has paved the way of establishment of institutional
framework for disaster risk management up to grassroots level.
It has created the culture of transparency and accountability in
disaster management. Thus the activities of government and
non-government organizations are coordinated and targeted.

Standing Orders on Disaster

Standing Orders on Disaster (SOD) was formulated in 1997
under the direction of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in order to reduce the loss of lives and property induced by
cyclone and other disasters and ensure adequate preparedness
and response as an automatic and effective tool for all the time’
The second and third edition of SOD was published in 2010 and
2019 respectively after updating the contents with the changing
needs. The SOD 2019 was approved in National Disaster
Management Council meeting presided by Honorable Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on April 18,2019.

“We formulated Standing Orders on

Disaster (SOD) in 1997 after forming
government in 1996. Later, we updated the
contents with the changing needs in 2010.
We established National Disaster
Management Council.”

- Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka,
13 October 2019
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The latest edition of Standing Orders on Disaster (SOD)
reflects the modern concepts, technological knowledge and
strategies about disaster. The SOD describes the roles and the
responsibilities of all the stakeholders at every stage of disaster
risk management in national and local government level. As the
SOD ensures the institutional arrangement of disaster risk
management framework from national to grassroots level, it
has become easier to undertake the measures of disaster
preparedness and response which in return reduce the number
of death and economic loss incurred by disaster.

National Disaster Management Policy, 2015

As per the directives by Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Disaster Management Policy 2015, was prepared. This
policy is helping develop the good governance of disaster
management at all levels. It has been playing a supportive role
in overall risk management along with climate change risk. The
National Plan for Disaster Management was formulated based
on the disaster management policy.

Cyclone Shelter Construction, Maintenance and
Management Policy, 2011

Cyclone Shelter Construction, Maintenance and Management
Policy, 2011 was formulated, under the direction of Honorable
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, to reduce the number of death
and the loss of assets incurred by disaster. A tangible change
has been visible in coastal area after following the policy in the
construction of cyclone shelter and overall maintenance
system. Measures have been taken to keep women and children
in separate rooms in the shelter, to make shelter friendlier for
senior citizens and persons with disability and also keep the
facilities for the livestock. The educational institutions have
been built with shelter facilities. Thus the proper use of asset
and the institutional capacity on disaster management has been
enhanced.



STl JLECA* FAIHIA

IO YT [T AR[PGA

(033-20¢)

GIR ST FETE J[Ie

T TR 8 @l AT

SISIT el BT AEHA

AT JELRT oA W 2T
TG SCFT SO qerel
[IZAT SATFET 2050-305¢,
ROMV-R00 YR ROR -0
e 27 | GfF JETA IR
Tl fawe o7, SifeeTy @3
EUSERCACICEIICE RS G REa Ellt
(P TR RS
FAARSHA | PO #12e-MF @
g e SRiRfOTTE S
CRTITET T e s

I RACZ GRS AT
AR OF JBIRCIR 82 (&
(TS AR |
ISKEASICEIISERS T R aE|
e oot vewr @t iz
SBYGTTT Cae ~IfPEar @zel @
AR PP~ BN AR |

30

National Plan for Disaster
Management

The National Plan for Disaster
Management including 2010-2015,
2015-2020 and 2021-2025 have been
formulated for mainstreaming
disaster risk management in
development. This plan reflects the
disaster-related vision and mission of
the government of Bangladesh
including the national and
international priorities and strategies.
The cognitive development plan of
this 3rd Fifth-Year plan has made a
room for the investment in risk
informed development plan and it
has been emphasized to ensure the
participation of all the stakeholders to
implement it.

As the plan complies with the
national and international priorities,
it has been playing a vital role to
undertake and implement disaster
risk reduction inclusive
interventions through the relevant
ministries and divisions.
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The Disaster Management in the Bangladesh Delta Plan, 2100

The Bangladesh Delta Plan, 2100, a brain child of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, is a centennial, inter sectoral,
adaptation-based technical and economic master plan.
A number of measures have been incorporated in delta plan to
reduce disaster risk and complexities posed by climate change
for along-term sustainable development.

The number of disaster affected people decreases as it has
become easier to formulate and implement effective risk
reduction plan focusing on the hotspot.
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National Strategy on Internal Displacement Management, 2021

Natural disaster along with the increasing effects of climate
change has turned internal displacement into a major problem in
Bangladesh. The climate change and riverbank erosion are
significant catalysts behind the internal displacement. Most of the
people are forced to come to cities after losing their homesteads
due to riverbank erosion. The government formulated ‘National
Strategy on Internal Displacement Management 2021’ realizing
the depth of the problem. The strategic paper has been divided
into five segments including the prevention of displacement,
safety during displacement, sustainable solution, institutional
management and financing and monitoring and evaluation. In
preparing the National Plan for Disaster Management (2021-
2025), the related target has been incorporated to implement the
strategy. And the formulation of action plan to implement the
strategic paper is going on. Once the strategy paper is successfully
implemented, the propensity of internal displacement induced by
sea level rise, cyclone, flood, riverbank erosion, landslide and
saline water intrusion will reduce to a significant extent.

Disaster Management (Fund Operation) Rules, 2021

As per the instruction of Hon'ble Prime Minister in National
Disaster Management Council meeting, National Disaster
Management (Fund Operation) Rules 2021 has been formulated
under the section 32 of Disaster Management Act 2021. As a
result, the disaster management activities of Bangladesh
especially the fund raising, operation and decentralization have
made great strides as well.

Guidelines

To implement the responsibilities given to MoDMR following
guidelines are being developed apart from the act, rules, policies
and strategies:

e Guideline for the Employment Generation Programme for
the Poorest (EGPP)
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e Guideline for Community Risk Assessment (CRA)

e Guideline for the Humanitarian Programme Implementation
e Guideline for Disaster Impact Assessment (DIA)

o Operational Manual for Social Safety Net Programme

e Guideline for the City Volunteer Management

e Guideline for Disaster Management Research

The implementation of Social Safety and Humanitarian
programs including women, persons with disability and the
extreme poor families has made room for selecting vulnerable
community as the beneficiary of these programmes. Thus the
food safety for the actual vulnerable community has been
secured. The income of the extremely poor families has been
increased and played an effective role to reduce poverty. Apart
from these, a significant role has been played to achieve disaster
resilience by reducing disaster risk.

The following guidelines, mentioned in SOD, will be
formulated chronologically:

e Guideline for Disaster Damage and Needs Assessment;

e Guideline for Hospital Management During Disasters and
Emergencies;

e Guideline for Minimum Standard in Humanitarian
Assistance

e Guideline for Multi-Agency Disaster Incident Management

e Guideline for Institutionalizing National Disaster
Volunteers;

e Standard Operating Procedure in Earthquake Risk
Management

» National Nuclear and Radiological Emergency Response
Plan;

e Guideline for Developing Expert Pool on Disaster
Management;
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Institutional Framework in Disaster Risk Management

Disaster Management is a multi-sectoral integrated approach.
Most of the institutions from centre to grassroots level are
involved in the process. The National Disaster Management
Council, headed by Hon'ble Prime Minister, is the top most
committee. The council provides overall instructions in disaster
risk reduction, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.
The National Disaster Management Council along with Inter-
Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination Committee
(IMDMCC) coordinates the disaster management activities in
national level.

In local level, District, City Corporation/Municipality, Upazila,
Union and Ward committee coordinate the disaster
management activities. There are a number of national and
regional organizations which plan and coordinate the activities
of disaster risk reduction and emergency response management.
The MoDMR holds the responsibility to coordinate the
activities of all relevant agencies and the institutions.

Significant Institutional Reforms of Recent Past
Division to Ministry

The Disaster Management Act 2012, formulated under the
prudent direction of Sheikh Hasina, mentioned to establish a
separate Ministry and Department to make disaster
management more functional. The Disaster Management and
Relief works were conducted under Ministry of Food and
Disaster Management as a division from fiscal year 2009-2010.
Later on, the division was transformed into a full-fledged
ministry from fiscal year 2012-2013. The measures of reducing
disaster-induced loss & damage and ensuring food and social
safety that reflect the strong will of Sheikh Hasina to make
Bangladesh as disaster resilient country.
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Bureau to Department

The Department of Disaster Management was established by
merging Disaster Management Bureau and Directorate of
Relief and Rehabilitation to make disaster management
coordination more functional.

“We formulated Disaster Management
Act in 2012. Then under the act we
established Department of Disaster
Management which has been playing
significant role in tackling disaster, risk
reduction and disaster management.”

- Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka,

13 October 2019

As a result of the reform, a culture of proactive risk reduction
has started instead of reactive response.

The Revival of Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP)

In 1972, International Red Cross (IRC) undertook the initiative,
according to the suggestion of United Nations (UN), to launch
Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP). The Father of the
Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman started this
program as a government one in 1973. The program started
losing state patronage after 1975. Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, worthy daughter of the Father of the Nation,
revived the program, realizing the importance of it, when she
formed the government in 1996. The program once again got
stagnant from the last part of 2001 to 2008. Later the program
was finally revived from 2009. The capacity building and the
budget along with the expansion of programme area have been
made manifold since then.
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The Establishment of National Disaster Response
Coordination Center (NDRCC)

National Disaster Response Coordination Center (NDRCC)
was launched in the Ministry of Disaster Management and
Relief (MoDMR) replacing Control Room in 2011. The
NDRCC has been playing a remarkable role in disseminating
early warning and exchange information system for disaster.
The center is equipped with electronic equipment and
machineries. This center has all the facilities to arrange
emergency meeting and workshop through online.

This center ensures 24/7 service to facilitate the information for
all and the reports on disaster are published and sent on a daily
basis. It also publishes and circulates special disaster reports
when emerged. Consequently, the loss of lives and assets has
been decreased to a great extent through early warning
dissemination and response.

The emergency response to disaster has been facilitated through
the uninterrupted communication between Bangladesh
Meteorological Department and Flood Forecasting and Warning
Center by receiving and disseminating early warning of
disasters. The activities including early warning dissemination
in national and local level, exchange of information, quick
decision and early action expedited with the coordinated efforts
of disaster preparedness and emergency response. The disaster-
related information from this center has been used as
government information in national and international electronic
and print media and research.

The Establishment of National Emergency Operation
Center (NEOC)

Hon’ble Prime Minister in National Disaster Management Council
(NDMC) meeting held on May 6, 2015 has directed to establish a
self-sufficient National Emergency Operation Center (NEOC) to
facilitate large scale search and recovery and coordinated
humanitarian aid program. The draft of a NEOC concept paper was
approved in NDMC meeting on September 6, 2017.
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Measures have been taken, according to the direction of
Hon’ble Prime Minister in NDMC meeting, to establish NEOC
covering one acre in Central Storage Depot (CSD) region on
April 19,2019.

NEOC, equipped with advanced technology, will be able to
tackle earthquake and other large-scale disasters effectively and
effortlessly in coordination with various wings and cells. NEOC
will pave the way of national and local institutional capacity
building and coordinated activities in search and rescue
programme to reduce disaster risk and the loss of lives and
property induced by disasters.

Humanitarian Staging Area

An initiative has been taken to set up a humanitarian staging area
as per instructions of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to
store humanitarian aid, to preserve and to ensure emergency
supply during the mega earthquake and disasters. This staging
area will help in emergency response and humanitarian assistance
program to implement it rapidly as well as successfully.
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Sheikh Hasina in Developing Early
Warning System

The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman introduced the disaster risk reduction approach instead
of the relief-based disaster management immediate after
Independence. He institutionally launched early warning
system by establishing Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP).
The CPP has been playing an outstanding role in disseminating
early warning to at-risk community to save lives and property of
the coastal people.

Bangabandhu started CPP with 20,000 volunteers who have been
playing vital role in saving lives and property through early
warning dissemination, search and rescue. The number of
volunteers gradually increased to 76,020 following the directives
from Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. It has been ensured
that 50% of CPP volunteers are women in order to develop
women leadership in disaster management. The modern radar
system as well as early warning system has been developed
throughout the country. The programme of increasing multi-
purpose cyclone shelters to 7,500 has been going on in coastal
area. The catastrophic cyclone in 1970 took a million lives of
people. The number of deaths has been lowered to single digit
through the astute measures of Sheikh Hasina government.

/ “Bangladesh launched a large \

community-based cyclone
preparedness programme. It led to

a significant reduction in loss of lives
from cyclone. It is now recognized

as a global best practice.”
\ ---Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

of India, 3 November 2016
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“It has always been crucial to create

the environment of the development of
women leadership in all stages of
disaster risk management. The role of
women leadership of Bangladesh in early
disaster warning system is praiseworthy.
The Cyclone Preparedness Programme
(CPP) with the participation of large
number of volunteers has created a rare
example. The disaster-prone countries
can reduce their loss induced by disaster
following the example of Bangladesh.”

---University College London (UCL), 2021

The disaster warning system of Bangladesh revolves on five
components including functional policy and strong institutional
framework, warning center equipped with advanced technology
and efficient human resources, trained as well as motivated
volunteers to serve humanity, adequate number of cyclone shelters
and whole-of-society approach. For this reason, the early warning
system of Bangladesh is globally applauded and followed.

Capacity Building

Sheikh Hasina has undertaken pragmatic measure to motivate
volunteers along with developing institutional and personal
capacity building. Earlier the activities of CPP were limited to 6
Zones and 10 districts. Later, the Khulna Division and Ukhia
Upazila of Cox’s Bazar district was included. The activities of
CPP have been extended up to 7 zones and 19 districts as 6 more
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riverine districts have been included. About 839 new volunteer
units have been formed. The number of volunteers has been
increased to 76,020 from 42,675 and half of the volunteers is
women. The inclusion of the youth has been prioritized in CPP
keeping in line with government policy and 70% of the
volunteers is youth. The CPP volunteer award has been launched
as part of incentive for their dedicated works. Apart from that a
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cultural unit has been formed to disseminate disaster warning
through palagan (folk song) and drama. The safety gears and
warning equipment have been provided to 40,000 volunteers.
Worth mentioning, BDT 0.12 billion has been allocated for the
capacity building of the volunteers and disaster risk reduction of

the coastal people under ‘Procurement of Equipment for Search
and Rescue on Earthquake and other Disaster’ project.

All the volunteers have been provided with fundamental and
specialized training and sea-going fishermen are also trained on
cyclone management. In addition, regular drill sessions are being
organized. Apart from cyclone, CPP volunteers are also included
to tackle other forms of disasters. The subject of earthquake has
been incorporated in CPP volunteer training curriculum.
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CPP Volunteer Team
rescuing people from
capsized boat

Early warning dissemination
during the Cyclone Amphan

CPP Volunteer
Congregation held in Cox's
Bazar on March 2, 2000

Rescue operation during
cyclone Amphan

CPP volunteers disseminating
early warning messages of
Cyclone Bulbul

Congregation of volunteers

CPP volunteers engaged in
reducing COVID-19 health
hazard
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The approval of ‘Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib CPP Bhabon’
construction project is under process to enhance institutional
capacity. Once the project is completed, CPP will have its own
Building, Training Center, Modern Operation Center that will
enhance institutional capacity. A regional office will be
constructed in Barishal. The number of human resources has
been increased to 274 from 232.

The extension of CPP area was a timely step by Sheikh
Hasina. Three consecutive cyclones including Fani, Bulbul
and Amphan hit coastal area of Khulna Division. The
extension of CPP helped evacuate 1.6, 2.1 and 2.4 million
vulnerable people evacuate to cyclone shelters during those
cyclones. As aresult, the loss of lives and property induced by
disaster was significantly lowered. As Ukhiya Upazilla was
included in CPP, it became easier to administer disaster risk
reduction program in the camps of forcefully displaced
people from Myanmar.
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With the increase of volunteers

the number of death due to cyclones has decreased
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The financial capacity of CPP in fiscal year 2021-2022 budget
allocation was increased to BDT 0.27 billion from BDT 21.8
million in fiscal year 2008-2009. There was no allocation of
budget for other sectors apart from salary and remuneration up
t0 2008-2009. In fiscal year 2021-2022, BDT 100.5 million has
been allocated excluding salary and remuneration.

The percent of women volunteers has been increased to 50%
from 30% as per the instructions of Hon’ble Prime Minister.
Thus, the participation of women increased in disaster risk
reduction. The increasing participation of women in early
warning system and life-saving services has lowered the rate of
female death caused by cyclone. The women-children vs man
casualty ratio was 14:1 in 1970, 5:1 in 1991, 2:1 in 2017. It has
comedownto 1:11n2020.

The disaster risk management activities have lowered the
disaster risk in the camps of forcibly displaced Myanmar
nationals. The displaced people have been trained to combat
disaster and thus the capacity has been enhanced.
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Decreased Women-Children Death in Cyclone
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The pragmatic measures of Sheikh Hasina have spread the
fame of CPP all over the globe surpassing the national
boundary. The people of coastal area are more risk informed,
aware and disaster resilient as a result of CPP activities. The
capacity of disaster response has been increased in the
community. Thus the number of death has been reduced to
single digit which was about one million in 1970.

CPP is now more capable in combating disaster. In addition to
cyclone, CPP has achieved the capability to respond to road
accident, water vessel capsizes, riverbank erosion along with
other disasters such as: flood, earthquake, thunderstorm and
landslide. The CPP volunteers are working to raise Covid-19
awareness. The dead body management team of CPP has been
working to bury and cremate the unidentified dead bodies
during COVID-19 pandemic. To save people from cyclone, 27
CPP volunteers have set precedence by sacrificing their lives
during rescue operation.

Disaster Management, Information and
Communication Technology in Building Digital
Bangladesh

In Disaster Early Warning

With the guidance of Sheikh Hasina, risk information
management has been developed using information and
communication technology for the implementation of Digital
Bangladesh. Interactive Voice Response (IVR) has been
introduced as a fast and more effective method of
disseminating disaster warnings in addition to radio,
television and loud-hailer. This technology is providing
updated disaster forecasts and weather messages. Dialing
1090 (toll free) from any mobile phone one can know about
weather forecast, warning signal of river ports, daily weather
messages, cyclone warnings, rise and fall of water level of



‘Women volunteers at restoring road communication after cyclone
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river. In order to make this message more people-friendly,
measures have been taken to broadcast disaster warning
messages in local languages/dialect through community
radio. The National Disaster Response Coordination Center
(NDRCC) 1is disseminating early warning message and
forecast ofany disaster to the people concerned quickly.
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Sheikh Hasina in Disaster Risk
Reduction through Development Projects

Bangladesh has been applauded as the ‘role model of
development’ in the world for persistent development in last
couple of decades. The sustained growth of economy,
improvement in social development index and overall socio-
economic development have made it happen. Bangladesh with
around seven percent economic growth for a decade is going to
be a middle income country in 2021. The proliferation of fast
urbanization results in a number of hazardous city and town that
could pose obstacle in the way of sustainable development. That
is why, it is important to develop disaster resilience in the wake
of the ever-changing state of the environment and the intensity
of disaster as part of reality check. Thus, Sheikh Hasina has
come up with a policy of winning resilience against all odds
after realizing the grave situation.

The Expansion of Disaster Inclusive Food Security
and Social Safety Net Programme

Rural Infrastructure Maintenance (Kabikha/Kabita)
Programme

The measures including the construction and reconstruction of
damaged rural infrastructure due to natural disaster, fulfilling
the demand of electricity and renewable energy generation and
adaptation for climate change-induced situation and food
security and social safety net have been taken under this
program. The number of beneficiary of this program was 0.33
million in fiscal year 2008-2009. In fiscal year 2019-2020, it
increases 27 times and the number of beneficiary has become
3.85 million. The implementation of this program has secured
the employment opportunity and income generation for the
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As aresult of these programmes, it has been possible to create
employment for the relatively weak and poor people in the
rural areas as well as maintain the rural communication
system.
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Employment for the Rural Unemployed Poorest
through Employment Generation Programme for the
Poorest

The ‘Employment Generation Program for the Poorest (EGPP)’
is one of the government’s Social Safety Net programmes. The
number of beneficiaries under this programme for the purpose
of alleviating the poverty of working poor families through
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short-term employment in the lean season was 1.7 million in the
Fiscal Year 2008-2009 costing BDT 8 billion. In the Fiscal Year
2019-2020 the number of beneficiaries reached 0.97 million
costing the amount BDT 8.29 billion and in the Fiscal Year
2020-2021 the number of beneficiaries reached 1.9 million
costing the amount BDT 16.5 billion.

This program has facilitated the generation of employment for
the rural vulnerable and ultra-poor people. The food security
has been ensured for the target population. The disaster risk has
been reduced through a number of measures including the
digging of canals, construction of dams, digging of ponds,
installing lightning arrester pole, construction of reservoirs for
rainwater conservation, and renovation of rural roads.
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Solar Power in Remote Village

Installation of Solar Systems: The present government has
installed a total of 14.4 million solar systems from Fiscal Year
2015-2016 to Fiscal Year 2019-20 under the projects like
Kabikha (Cash for Work) and Test Relief (TR).

The accessibility of solar power in remote area has been
playing a vital role to improve the overall condition of
education. The provision of solar power has ensured better
lifestyle, social security and employment generation through
ensuring electricity in community clinics, religious shrines,
and market places. The availability of solar power has
facilitated safe passage in grassroots level roads, shelters and
connecting roads.

GR (Rice) and Cash support to Enhance Food and
Financial Security of the Poorest

Through the initiative undertaken by Sheikh Hasina, the scope
of the food security program has been largely expanded to
ensure food and financial security of the poorest.

In the Fiscal Year 2019-2020, 0.24 million matric ton GR rice
were distributed among 16.1 million families and in the Fiscal
Year 2020-2021, 0.12 million matric ton GR rice were
distributed among 11.1 million families. Apart from that, in the
Fiscal Year 2019-2020 BDT 1.1 billion was distributed among
2.2 million families and in the Fiscal Year 2020-2021, BDT 0.71
billion was distributed among 1.4 million families as GR cash.

The food security for the disaster-affected and vulnerable
families through the above-mentioned programs is being
ensured. In addition, food security has been ensured for
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primary-level students who are potentially at risk of
malnutrition. It has also played a vital role in alleviating the
poverty of the unemployed people during covid-19 pandemic.
The institutions dedicated to the support of helpless people
including Orphanage, Child Home have received food aid as a
measure to support the poor and disadvantaged people. The
living standards of the rural vulnerable people have been
improving. The special financial assistance to the indigent
families of persons killed/injured in natural disasters as well as
accidents has eventually contributed to poverty alleviation.

National Resilience Programme (NRP)

Recognizing the importance of Disaster Resilience for
Sustainable Development, an integrated program called
National Resilience Programme (NRP) has been adopted. The
key objectives of the programme is to develop and implement
strategies and tools for formulating and implementing disability
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Training on rescuing people from collapsed infrastructure
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inclusive, gender responsive and risk informed plans under the
four-ministry programme. The following results have already
been achieved under this programme:

Pilot activities are being implemented in Rangpur City
Corporation, Tangail, Rangamati and Sunamganj municipalities
to create models for effective earthquake preparedness. So far,
1,600 urban volunteers have been trained in earthquake search
and rescue. Contingency plans have been prepared for 10 word
by assessing the earthquake risk and vulnerabilities.

A flood preparedness model is being developed and
implemented in Kurigram and Jamalpur to provide scientific
forecasts of floods to the people through local volunteers by
determining the level of water inundation. 1500 volunteers have
been deployed to disseminate the warning and prepare for the
flood. A draft of Dynamic Flood Risk Model based on water
immersion level has been formulated. The implementation of
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Retaining wall to protect village roads in flood prone areas
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early flood warning model will be recommended through field
level piloting.

A pilot project has been undertaken to include social security
programmes in disaster risk reduction. To create a model in
this regard, the Employment Generation Programme for the
Poorest (EGPP) is being tested. The draft guidelines have
been prepared to incorporate disaster risk reduction into the
schemes adopted by the Social Security Program.

A piloting activity is being implemented to develop the
Disability inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR) model.
A policy recommendation will be proposed using lessons learnt
from piloting to consider disability issues at all stages of disaster
risk management.

The Disaster Impact Assessment Tools (DIA) and the
Disaster Risk Information Platform (DRIP) have been
developed to include disaster risk reduction in development
plans. The asset management systems have been created as
partofachieving infrastructural sustainability.

Under this program, Standing Orders on Disaster (SOD) 2019,
National Plan for Disaster Management 2021-2025 have been
formulated in Bengali and English.

The Disaster Risk Management Enhancement Project

The project will enhance the capacity building of the
Department of Disaster Management and the Fire Service and
Civil Defence through purchasing rescue and firefighting
equipment, fast and effective rehabilitation, the repair and
reconstruction of the infrastructure damaged due to flood and
cyclone. The fast and effective rehabilitation program is being
taken under this project. Through the repair and reconstruction
of the important infrastructure for the people, the disaster
reduction and the operation of economic activities have been



cHrmtaR o7 i ARG = et Wit s e R
R SHSREE*S (SMoDMRPA) 2%

AT @dETar < AR - sices wikges
ATRPTCRE FEHIATLCT 07 LG Y AN farsiar
TR Mo ~RTH IBIRC TS [T, AT 472 TS
s e Sfgeed nikg AHI FHOI0 UG F AR | 4
i /froad difer [Eifre w2 Coade Swlea A
T &) QT30 fofed Safety Net Systems for the Poorest-
Management Information System (SNSP-MIS) Zq <1 R |
T& SFCHR LN ANGS el Fidarsere gl (Igem
AT O GBI TSI 607 | =PIT RZAT, F7o=
] BN @2 AR YN S, ToS!, TP G
SRS e Moz | W Rewe eFe SorReer s
[IZIE TFACER G T2 TeaAdia 4wy frorer fafoe
TR O3 T Sfewits eyl @ wieas wimew Az
S feriotar w1fba ST Rl eIt TR R0 |

oA e, IR @ Tt I

fTeg-Fafere Tt JFdP @ FPFFIE Emergency 2007
Cyclone Recovery and Restoration Project (ECRRP)-4< &g
B FTREACR |

Q FET TG TP AHIT 8 S&F FF ARG & g
Y TS (P!, (RIZe SPHE™ @5, BT b Suie
FIFC @15, (AT o5 TGN AWoTR TFTS! SFae
AR eI T BRCR | @7 T IS QeI e

63

playing role to reduce poverty which is an significant tool for
sustainable development.

Strengthening of the Ministry of Disaster Management and
Relief Program Administration (SMoDMRPA) Project

The poor friendly programs have been implemented, as per the
instructions given by Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, for
the welfare of the poorest families of the society through ensuring
equity, efficiency and transparency in the execution of major
social safety net programs in the field level. A website based on
the Safety Net Systems for the Poorest-Management Information
System (SNSP-MIS) is being developed to store the relevant
database and the detailed allocation/distribution activities in
various sectors to ensure proper monitoring and policy
formulation of this program. This project has facilitated the
development of the information system of social safety net
programs and the overall information system of the disaster
management. The culture of transparency, accountability and
good governance has been enhanced through administrative
management, information management of the programs and
development of the monitoring system. The food security of the
target population is being guaranteed through the development of
selection management of genuine beneficiaries in the distribution
process of resources. The vulnerable and disaster-affected
families have been assisted through social safety net programs.

Disaster Mitigation, Risk Reduction and Capacity Building

The project titled- ‘Emergency 2007 Cyclone Recovery and
Restoration Project (ECRRP)’- has been implemented for the
rehabilitation and recovery of the Sidr-affected people. The
logistics including emergency pick-up, mobile ambulance boat,
see and search rescue boat and megaphones and capacity
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building training have been provided to conduct emergency
search and rescue program. People have been evacuated to
shelters with valuable belongings from at risk area. It has also
made total evacuation process easier. The protection of lives
and property of the fishermen and other professionals has been
ensured. Local capacity building has been enhanced to run
search and rescue operation and thus the disaster-incurred loss
has been reduced.

Search and Rescue Equipment

Equipment for the search and rescue activities costing BDT
2.06 million has been procured under the project titled-
‘Procurement of Equipment for Search & Rescue Operation on
Earthquake and other Disaster’. Another project of purchasing
cutting-edge rescue and search equipment costing BDT 22.99
billion has already been initiated.

Moreover, modern essential equipment, machinery and
vehicles in order to conduct rescue operations in earthquakes
and other disasters have been provided to the Fire Service and
Civil Defense Department, Armed Forces and other concerned
emergency response agencies.

Adequate tent and other equipment have been stored for
emergency shelter facilities of disaster-affected people.
Preparedness in response to earthquakes and other disasters has
been enhanced. The capacity of Fire Service and Civil Defense
Department, Armed Forces, Bangladesh Police, Bangladesh
Coast Guard and other concerned emergency response agencies
has been enhanced. The loss of life and property due to the
disaster has been reduced.

Adaptation Activities

A number of rehabilitation activities have been implemented for
the families affected by cyclones including Sidr and Aila. The
poorest as well as affected families have been rehabilitated in
their own villages by providing them with disaster-resilient
housing. The disaster-resilient house has reduced the risk of the
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poorest families. The food security has been enhanced for the
target population due to employment opportunity.

Supply of Multipurpose Accessible Rescue Boat

The rescue boats have been constructed in such a way that is
accessible for the search and rescue of persons with disabilities
along with women, children, and senior citizens. A total 60
rescue boats will be provided to the people of flood prone
districts, under this initiative. As these rescue boats are
accessible for the search and rescue of persons with disabilities
along with women, children, and senior citizens, it will reduced
the loss of life and property during flood.

Drinking Water Purification and Supply Program in
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Coastal Areas

Around 30 truck mounted saline water treatment plants have
been provided to supply safe drinking water through
purification of saline water to the coastal area people at a cost of
BDT 1.5 billion. Apart from that 21 fixed saline water treatment
plants have been prepared. This measure has increased the
chance of the availability of pure drinking water which in return
lessened the water collection related sufferings of women.
Water-borne diseases have also been reduced.

Multi-hazard Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (MRVA)
Programs

The hazard-based wvulnerability assessment, mapping and
modeling have been conducted across the country. Apart from
that preliminary database has also been created to assess the risk
of floods, droughts, tsunamis, landslides. A number of measures
have been taken to train the related people of district and
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upazilla level disaster management committee in order to
enhance the capacity.

Therefore, the activities including disaster risk reduction and
the formulation of development planning have been facilitated
with the availability of the reliable data and information.

The formulation of planning has enhanced the institutional capacity
in planning. A scenario-based planning has been formulated which
complies with the Delta Plan 2100.

Creation of Cyclone Shelter Database

The detailed information about cyclone shelters, built in coastal
areas, has been stored in the website-based database. The database
also preserves the structural and geographical location
(latitude/longitude), usability and capacity of the shelter. It has
been easier to determine the exact location of new cyclone shelters
using the available data. A large number of people are willingly
taking shelter in shelters as suitable routes are ensured to bring
people to shelters during cyclones. As a result, the loss of lives and
property has been reduced. It has also been viable to determine the
need assessment for management and repair of shelters.

Inclusion of Disaster Management in Curriculum

As per the directives of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Disaster Management, as a subject in graduation and post-
graduation level, is taught at 17 public and private universities.
The lessons about disaster Management and climate change
have been included in the textbooks for grades 3 to 12 through
the National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB).

Due to the inclusion of disaster management in curriculum,
around 22.2 million students have the privilege to learn about
disaster related aspects. The culture of disaster risk reduction
has been flourished and thus the development of human
resource has facilitated the creation of professionalism in
disaster management.
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Training on Crisis Preparedness and Management for Mental Health

Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management Training

As per the decision in the meeting of the National Task Force on
Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management, the ‘Disability
Friendly Disaster Risk Reduction Training Module’ and
‘Establishing Effective Communications with the Persons with
Disability during Disaster and Safe Rescue and Evacuation
Module’ have been formulated. And the affairs of training are
being conducted in light of these two training modules.

A total of 29,963 members of government and non-government
employees, public representatives, volunteers, teachers, students,
media personnel and disaster management committees of
numerous levels have been trained in the activities including
search and rescue, crisis management and information technology.

A pool of skilled workers and trainers have been created to
reduce disaster risk. A group of skilled responders have been
developed to provide psychosocial support to disaster survivors.
They are also contributing to capacity building at individual and
social level.
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Internship Programs

The students of the Institute of Disaster Management and
Vulnerability Studies (IDMVS) and the Department of Disaster
Science and Management of University of Dhaka, under the
patronization and management of the Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief, have been privileged to do internships
since 2016. This has facilitated formal and strategic partnership
in the field of disaster management research.

With the help of practical training, skilled professionalism in
disaster management is being created. A pool of skilled
researchers, enriched in theoretical and practical knowledge, is
being created.

Training on Psychosocial Services

When the victims receive psychosocial services immediately
after a disaster or crisis, it plays vital role in the recovery process
of psychological problems. A total of 194 people were trained
about psychosocial affairs and 95 more people were trained as
crisis responders according to the advice of Ms. Saima Wazed,
International Focal Person for Disability Inclusive Disaster
Risk Management and Chief Advisor of National Task Force on
Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management, and with the
help of the American Psychologist Joan Byron with a view to
overcoming trauma caused by disaster or any other accident.
The trained crisis responders have been imparting psychosocial
services to the victims of disasters including cyclone, fire
incident which help enhance capacity building in personal and
social level.

Volunteers in Disaster Management

The volunteers have been playing effective role to assist the
primary responders of the disaster. In the country, more than 5
million volunteers, so far, have been playing a role in disaster
response. Among these, the CPP currently has 76,020 trained
volunteers and 50 percent of them is women. In addition to that,
there are 46,000 urban volunteers, about 2.4 million Ansar-



Disinfection activities of urban volunteers to prevent the spread of Corona virus

CTRITTRABAINZAT (TR (T (I GG ACHINFRT LI FRTE

& T W &g IRNR | FRIT TEF AooTo! AT
QAR FAFNO FOT WP TS AR | CTRICIRIWE
I piieR w0 e ¢ ANfes /e e e
G AR i (AR |

JC YT SR THTS! TS

Tl BT @ @i TFOETH, United States Army Pacific
Command €32 I 1 TRl Koo @ Swagieer
JIETCACH TSI, (PRSI TABPR @ [{oea ey Tqefox
(TR R0 Aol (It 7238 elfeffyona e faere s
J=F AT ST 8 SJY IG A0 QCATCoR 827 ‘Disaster
Response Exercise and Exchange (DREE) #¥& Sggl
CRTET FANRAR |

70

VDP, 1.7 million scouts, 0.4 million BNCC and 0.4 million
Girls Guide are prepared to fight disaster. This mammoth
trained brigade of volunteers, under patronization of Sheikh
Hasina, are always ready as the key supportive force to fight
disaster. They have been playing an important role in reducing
the loss of life and property including raising awareness of
people in disasters. The participation of people has enhanced
due to the effective role played by the volunteers.

Attaining Capacity to Respond to Mega Disaster

A joint venture among the Ministry of Disaster Management
and Relief, the United States Army Pacific Command, and the
Bangladesh Armed Forces Department have been organizing
‘Disaster Response Exercise and Exchange (DREE)’ drill on
earthquakes and other disasters over the past 12 year with the
participation of disaster management representatives from
various friendly countries.
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The contingency drill, with the help of DREE, by creating realistic
disaster scenario on earthquakes, fire incident and other disasters,
has enhanced the capacity to respond to disaster in real-world.
Apart from that the social participation has increased in disaster
response. The DREE has been playing an important role in
reducing the loss of lives and property including raising
awareness of people in disasters.

Disaster Preparedness and Response Drill

The disaster preparedness drills have been organized in urban
areas, hospitals, markets, educational institutions, important
buildings and coastal areas on National Disaster Preparedness
Day and International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction.

By conducting earthquake drills as part of contingency plan, the
response to disaster has developed practical skills. The capacity
has been developed in fire risk reduction. Apart from positive
changes were noticed during the activities of risk reduction
culture in educational institutions, shopping malls and work
places and the drill has been organized by institutions.

Celebration of Disaster Awareness Days

The National Disaster Preparedness Day and International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction are celebrated on two separate days in a
year to raise public awareness about disasters.

The celebration of national and international days on disaster has
increased social participation in disaster response. Apart from
raising public awareness on disasters, the disaster preparedness has
been enhanced which in return plays a vital role to reduce the loss
of life and property.
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2017 to July 31,2017 on disasters including floods, cyclones, and
earthquakes. The researchers, government officials,
professionals, public representatives, individuals from disaster-
hit areas and the representatives from voluntary organizations
participated in the National Convention on Disaster
Management. The discussions were focused on the concepts and
technological developments in disaster management. Thus it is
getting easier to adopt and implement plans for infrastructure
activities including capacity building and efficiency
enhancement of disaster risk management such as earthquake.
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Sheikh Hasina Beside the Distressed
People

Bangabandhu was a soul dedicated to the service of humanity.
Sheikh Hasina also nurtures that quality of her father. She
rushes to the side of the affected people in any disaster. The
unimaginable initiatives she took during the protracted
catastrophic floods of 1998 to feed and keep millions alive are
unique examples in history. This genuine compassion for the
people is reflected when about 1.1 million Forcibly Displaced
Myanmar Nationals entered the border of Bangladesh from
Myanmar in August 2017. Till today, she is supporting them
with all out humanitarian support with the affection of a mother.
The whole world is full of praise for her humanitarian
leadership and honoured her as mother of humanity.

Sheikh Hasina is Firm in Dealing with the Pandemic
Covid-19

From the onset of the global epidemic Covid-19 until June
2021, 74.14 million people (1.74 million families) have been
benefited from humanitarian assistance. Among all these
people, 0.29 million metric tons of rice, BDT 5.07 million and
BDT 0.39 billion for the purpose of purchasing of baby food
were allocated. Food assistance among 14.9 million and 800
families were provided through VGF.

Considering the risk of its transmission in Bangladesh through
people returning from abroad in March 2020, the visionary
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina undertook extensive
humanitarian assistance activities including keeping them in
their institutional quarantine. All logistics services including
accommodation, food items have been provided to the
Bangladeshi nationals who were in institutional quarantine at
Hazi Camp of Dhaka and other places. Restricting the
movement of people to prevent the spread of the corona virus
had a negative impact on the income and livelihood of low-
income people. As a result of these activities, it has been
possible to contain the outbreak of COVID 19 infection rate at
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the community level. For the same reason, food security has
been increased for the extremely poor and low-income people.

In this situation, under the direction of Hon'ble Prime Minister,
the measures taken to help low-income people of various
professions in cities and villages are:

Providing beds, food and other logistics for Bangladeshi
citizens in institutional quarantine at Haji Camp in Ashkona,
Dhaka; Providing 9.56 billion taka 0.21 million metric ton of
rice from 24 March 2020 to 27 July 2021 as humanitarian
assistance.

Sheikh Hasina Stands by the Cold-stricken poor people

From the financial year 2008-2009 to the financial year 2019-
2020, BDT 3.97 billion 300 cash was allocated for distribution
of blankets and purchase of winter clothes for the cold stricken
poor people. In the Fiscal Year 2020-2021, 0.85 million
families were benefited at a cost of Tk 0.43 billion. As a result,
distressed and extremely poor cold stricken people have been
able to prevent the cold.
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Sheikh Hasina and Humanitarian Aid Activities

Baby Food, Cattle Food and Dry Food: By the initiative and
thoughtful consideration of Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, a total of 1.09 million packets of dry food items were
distributed among 0.53 million families under the dry and other
food distribution program from Fiscal Year 2015-2016 to Fiscal
Year 2019-2020. Total BDT 0.27 billion was distributed to buy
baby food in the Fiscal Year 2019-2020. In the Fiscal Year 2020-
2021, BDT 0.1 billion is distributed among 0.2 million
beneficiary families.

VGF program

From the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 to the Fiscal Year year 2020-
2021, among the 0.15 billion beneficiaries, were allocated 3.6
million metric tons. This has ensured food security for the
disaster affected destitute and poor people. These humanitarian
activities play a major role to stable the food grain market and
keeping food supply normal during lean season which reduced
the vulnerability of the poor.

House Construction Assistance for the Homeless and
Affected by the Disaster

During the period 2008-2020, a total of 0.49 million bundles of

corrugated iron sheet and BDT 2.61 billion were distributed
among 0.81 million families as housing grants.

In the FiscalYear 2019-2020 and 2020-2021, a total of 0.13
million bundles of corrugated iron sheet and housing grants of
BDT 0.4 billion were distributed. It benefited 0.13 million
families.

Humanitarian Assistance for the People Affected by Flash
Floods in Haor areain 2017

Early flash floods in March 2017, 0.85 million families were
affected in 6 districts of Haor area. The 9-month-long
humanitarian assistance program for the flash flood affected
people under the direction of Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh
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Hasina has helped to alleviate the suffering of the people and
turn their fate around quickly. Under the VGF program, 36
thousand 840 metric tons of rice and BDT 1.15 billion in cash
were distributed among 0.38 million families. In Addition, 3
thousand 924 metric tons GR Rice and BDT 23.8 million GR
cash were distributed. Under the employment generation
program for the extremely poor, BDT 0.82 billion was allocated
for 91,447 beneficiaries. As a result of these activities, food
security and employment of the affected farmers, fishermen,
destitute and poor people have been ensured. It has played a
positive role in stabilizing the food grain market. Keeping food
supplies normal during food crises reduced the vulnerability of
poor farming families.

‘Mother of Humanity’ Sheikh Hasina’s Support to
Friendly Nations in Combating Disasters

Apart from her own country, Sheikh Hasina’s swift support to
the friendly nations during disasters has made Bangali nation
proud. In May 2015, Bangladesh sent 0.2 million metric tons
rice, bottled drinking water, Doctors and rescue volunteers for
the people suffering from devastating Nepal Earthquake with
unprecedented swiftness under the direction of Sheikh Hasina.
Similarly, Bangladesh has extended the hands of friendship to
Srilanka, Myanmar and Maldives during disaster.
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Sheikh Hasina in Developing Safer
Family and Social Infrastructure

Construction of Mujib Killa: Executing the Dream of
Father

With the directives and guidance of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, many earthen mounds
were built in different parts of Bangladesh since 1972 to protect
lives and property from cyclones/floods which people
affectionately call Mujib Killa. Following this, under the direction
and initiative of Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, an action
plan has been developed to renovate 172 existing Mujib Killas in
86 Upazillas of 16 cyclone prone districts and 24 flood and river
erosion prone areas and construct a total of 550 Mujib Killas
including 378 new ones. Hon'ble Prime Minister has inaugurated 5
new Mujib Killas and laid 50 foundation stones. As a result, coastal
disaster affected people and their livestock will be protected from
cyclones and tidal surges. Apart from that it will also be used as
playground, social event venue and market for the mass people.

Construction of multi-purpose cyclone shelters in coastal
areas

The role of cyclone shelters in reducing the loss of life and
property is undeniable. The government of Sheikh Hasina has
adopted a comprehensive plan to increase the number of
cyclone shelters along the coast. In addition to the existing
4220, additional 310 cyclone shelters have been constructed
and construction of 10 shelters is underway. The DPP has been
prepared with proposals for the construction of 360 more
cyclone shelters. The newly constructed shelters were
inaugurated by the Hon'ble Prime Minister.

The construction of these cyclone shelters has created shelter for
about 0.26 million vulnerable people and about 44,000 cattle in
the coastal areas. The design has been changed to accommodate
pregnant women, the senior citizens and the persons with
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disbailities. Students are getting the opportunity to study in the
cyclone shelter in an improved environment. Medical teams and
midwifery systems have also been set up to ensure medical
facilities. Each of the the shelter has special rooms for pregnant
and lactating mothers, and for the preparation of baby food.

Construction of flood shelters in flood prone and river
erosion areas

The construction of shelters in flood prone and river erosion
areas like the coastal areas is in progress. A total of 255 flood
shelters have been constructed in 154 upazilas of 43 districts,
including 99 in the first phase and 156 in the second phase. In
the third phase, under the plan to build 423 flood shelters in 42
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districts, the construction of 30 flood shelters has been
completed and the construction of 35 shelters is in the final stage
till May 23, 2021 and later inaugurated by the Prime Minister.
The rest of the flood shelters are under construction.

The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur




Sheikh Hasina's pledge: Disaster resilient house for the homeless
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after getting a house. For me no achievement is bigger than this.

--Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

Rahman started his journey to rehabilitate landless and
homeless people on 20 February 1972 in Char Poragachha
village of Ramgati upazila of the then Noakhali district of
present day Lakshmipur. Following the guiding principles of
the Father of the Nation , after experiencing the sufferings, his
daughter ordered for rehabilitation of the people affected by the
severe cyclone in St. Martin's, of the south-eastern district of
Cox's Bazar on 19 May 1997. According to Sheikh Hasina's
announcement to ensure accommodation for the landless and
homeless, for the first time in the country, sustainable housing
construction has been undertaken for the extremely poor people
in rural areas. The initiatives were taken to build disaster
resilient houses in rural areas from 2018-2019 fiscal year. A

total of 28,227 houses were constructed during the fiscal years
0f2018-2019 and 2019-2020.

The 'Bishesh Ashrayan Prokolpo’/ ‘A Special Ashrayan Project’



Disaster resilient house for the homeless people, Naogaon
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has been built on 253 acres of land on the banks of Bakkhali
river in Khurushkul, three kilometers away from Cox's Bazar
city. Dividing the whole area into four zones, 139 five-storied
buildings are being constructed there dedicated for climate
refugees. This housing program is nationally and
internationally recognized.

One of the innovative initiatives of Bangabandhu's daughter
Sheikh Hasina to ensure housing for the landless and homeless
people in Bangladesh is to provide houses with land. Under this
program, the activities are underway to provide houses for 0.85
million poor and homeless families. The Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief has already provided about 0.2 million
houses under this program, In the Mujib year, she has re-
introduced the housing program initiated by the Father of the
Nation by providing houses for the homeless and landless people
at the earliest possible time.
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“I have brought up two daughters with a lot of hardships. I'm
still struggling. I used to live in a shabby tin-shed house. Now
the government has given me a house and I am living there. 1
never dreamed of getting a brick-built house. Now I can sleep
peacefully. I pray Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina would live a
long and healthy life.”

---Firoza Begum, Ullashpur, Naogaon Sadar Upaczila.

“We faced a lot of trouble. We used to live in a
dilapidated house. Now we have got a pucca house
and could sleep well. The daughter of Sheikh, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina helped me a lot.”

---Mahmuda Akhter, Bodagari, Domar, Nilphamari.

As a result of this program, sustainable housing and shelter
have been ensured for the homeless poor families. They do not
have to be displaced and face damage and loss after disasters.
Their overall quality oflife has improved.

Sheikh Hasina’s Revolutionary Steps: Concrete Bridges
replacing Bamboo Bridges

Following the directives by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the
initiatives have been taken to build paved bridges and culverts
instead of the traditional fragile bamboo bridges in remote rural
areas across the country. An action plan has been undertaken to
construct a total of 13,000 bridges / culverts in 492 upazilas of
64 districts across Bangladesh. Out of these, 6,491
constructions have been completed so far and the remaining
bridges / culverts are under construction.

As aresult of all these people-oriented activities, the water flow
of rivers/canals has been increased and waterlogging has been
decreased. Disaster risk at rural level has been reduced through
development of drainage system. People with their cattle are
able to reach the shelter quickly and safely during any disaster.



Concrete Bridge replaces Bamboo Bridge
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The transportation and marketing of the agricultural products in
the market has been facilitated. This is also contributing to the
increase in per capita income including increase in economic
activities of rural population.

Establishment of District Relief Godown cum Disaster
Management Information Center for Rapid Supply of
Humanitarian Relief

Under the action plan of constructing 66 relief warehouses
across 64 districts in all over Bangladesh, 30 relief warehouses
have already been completed and inaugurated by the Prime
Minister. The remaining 36 are under construction. The
construction of these infrastructures will help in stockpiling and
distributing adequate relief materials at the district level as part
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of the immediate response to disasters. In order to monitor post-
disaster activities, it will play a vital role for exchanging
information of disaster management coordination at the district
level.

Converting Rural Earthen Road to Herringbone Bond
(HBB)

For the first time during the tenure of Sheikh Hasina
government, 3145.60 km of Herringbone Bonds (HBBs) has
been constructed in 492 upazilas across the country under the
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project titled ‘Herringbone Bonds (HBBs) for Sustaining Rural
Roads’. In the second phase, 2,691.7 km of roads has already
been completed under the action plan for the construction of
5,205 km of HBB across Bangladesh and the construction of the
remaining HBBs is in progress.

This has made it easier to travel to flood/cyclone shelters during
disasters. There is also a sustainable interconnection with
various markets, growth centers, educational/religious
institutions and union parishads. During and after the
implementation of the project, employment has been created for
the poor and unemployed people. Thus about 11.5 million
people are being benefited from this project.

Establishment of Emergency Response, Communication
and Training Centre

The existing Disaster Management Information Center has
been strengthened and made effective with the Establishment of
Emergency Response, Communication and Training Centre
(ERCC) in the Department to enhance disaster risk
management and emergency response capacity at the national
level through the Urban Resilience (DDM part) project.

National Disaster Management Research and Training Institute
(NDMRTI), an institute with international standard, has been
established as part of technical capacity building. The research
activities including training on natural and man-made disasters
will be conducted through this training center. The disaster
induced damage and loss can be mitigated through enhancing
capacity on search & rescue effective communication and
capacity onresponse.

In addition, Training Exercise and Drills (TED) is being
strengthened at the local level through training, practice and
mock drill of officers and employees of Fire Service and Civil
Defense, Dhaka and Sylhet City Corporations to create a trained
resource pool in disaster response.
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Sheikh Hasina Stands Beside the
Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals

In just a few weeks after 25 August 2017, more than 0.8 million
persecuted and destitute Myanmar nationals entered
Bangladesh like flash flood. Amid the disastrous weather, they
took shelter on Teknaf-Ukhia highway, on the hills, fields,
playground and even in the yards of the local people, under the
open sky. The image of the miserable life of starving women,
children and the senior citizens shakes the world's conscience.
When Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina directed for
securing their shelter, the Ministry of Disaster Management and
Relief, in collaboration with the local people, administration,
people’s representatives and international organizations,
provided them with all kinds of humanitarian assistance
including accommodation, food and medical care.

Despite having a large population in her own country, the Forcibly
Displaced Myanmar Nationals have been generously sheltered in
Bangladesh, which has brightened the image of Bangladesh
abroad. Hence, world leaders conferred Hon'ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina with the title of ‘Mother of Humanity’.

With the absolute compassion to the Rohingya, Hon’ble Prime
Minister averted one of the biggest humanitarian catastrophes in
the world. The whole world unquestionably appreciated Sheikh
Hasina's diplomatic prudence in establishing world peace by
maintaining regional stability and preventing humanitarian
catastrophe. As a result the whole world is praising Sheikh
Hasina and supporting Bangladesh unequivocally.

To express their gratitude to the Government of Hasina, Head of
States, Government and Ministers of various countries
including Switzerland, Indonesia, Vietnam, Turkey, USA,
Germany, Canada, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and Heads of major
international organizations including UN, World Bank, WFP,
UNHCR, IOM visited Bangladesh. They vowed their strong
support for the position of Bangladesh.
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The success of the Sheikh Hasina’s Government in establishing
an effective relief management administration in Cox’s Bazar in
a short period of time in collaboration with international
organizations has created a great sense of confidence about
Bangladesh’s capabilities in the international arena.

One of the achievements of the Sheikh Hasina Government is to
divide the responsibilities of the agencies working on
humanitarian aid in the five clusters of food, nutrition, medical,
infrastructural facilities, and protection in order to establish an
effective humanitarian assistance management system.

Myanmar citizens entering into Bangladesh
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This has ensured the basic needs, security and human dignity of
1.1 million people. Not a single person has died of starvation or
malnutrition, nor has anyone’s basic human rights been
violated.

At present, about 1.1 million people are living in 212 thousand
family shelters in 34 camps in 6,500 acres of government land in
Ukhiya and Teknaf. World Food Program (WFP), with the help
of ICRC and others, is providing them with adequate amounts
of food (atleast 2100 kcal per head) on a daily basis. A total of 10
primary health care centers and 05 field hospitals are on
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Partial view of Balukhali Camp in Cox's Bazar

97




A eEr e QPR e

HL.E. Alain Bersett President of Sweden made a courtesy call with
Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

T WFYERR Iee eaifers e | ayiers oime TEe
TN ey FHATER e TSI @ THATEE! A5y FACATHA
STFNO! i FE1 JEACR | OIS &I TR S I (e
2R | fewtafde R (ity Fgros Jeae Wy fod A% 8
TF 0 YT TS BF (ST TRCR | T {047 Ayow 928
TS I (I TR A Teg FAE T @AM
TS B |

TRgma & Re ¢ Rewiftre e, <2 o, fohifim-«
FPFEPR @ SfSRIeEE @[l Rt a1 2 | afeqz e
¢ TEF TSTO! NN 8 TGO ARG AR G/ 40
TR | AEAOF @ I AP ey (et Smi=iet @repmies
T SewA A g AeErs [y [ 8 aiEwevaetEs

98

S -

Pope Francis of Vatican City met
Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

operation. A total of 124 health services organizations have
been in place to provide medical facilities . The capacity of
Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital and Upazila Health Complex has
also been enhanced for their advanced treatment. Almost all of
them have been vaccinated against cholera. With a view to
preventing the spread of diphtheria, 0.42 million people have
been vaccinated in three rounds. As a result, the world’s largest
densely populated camps did not suffer from any epidemic or
any significant disease.

For the displaced people, general and specialized treatment,
nutrition services, vitamin A capsules and disease prevention
services have been ensured. About 35,000 pregnant women and
their newborns are being provided with the necessary health
care every year. Despite their grievances and hopes for a



British Foreign Secretary (current Prime Minister) Boris Johnson
met Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
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Meeting of Prime Minister of Turkey Binali Yildirim
with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

dignified repatriation to their country along with political and
civil rights, world media and research papers have expressed
satisfaction for the fulfillment of their daily humanitarian needs.

In 2017, a total 39,841 orphans were found, out of which 8,391
had neither of their father and mother. The Sheikh Hasina
Government has taken special initiative to look after and protect
these children who are helpless due to political conflict. The
Department of Social Services and UNICEEF are jointly providing
financial support to the foster families raising these children. It
has made a way to ensure better future for these children

A huge number of programmes have been implemented in the
camp area to arrange safe drinking water supply, hygienic
sewerage system, daily fuel supply, waste management, road
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Maternity Health Care in
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Humanitarian Assistance

Nutrition for the Children

Care and Nurture of Orphan
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Newly constructed Bhasanchar Camp for the Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals
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communication with solar lights in almost every house, digging
of drainage-canals, electrification. Informal education in
Burmese/Rohingya/ Myanmar and English languages is being
provided to over 0.53 million Rohingya students through 5,495
education centers.

Recently, on the backdrop of covid-19 infection, doctors and
health workers have been recruited along with setting up
institutional Quarantine and Isolation Centers at Government
and private levels. With the support of international
organizations, arrangements have been made at Cox’s Bazar
Sadar Hospital for 10 ICUs, 10 HDUs and 150 beds, test kits,
ambulances and a sufficient number of safety equipment.
Besides, coordination with a number of international
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organizations for setting up a special Covid field Hospital and a
1900-bed isolation center with state-of-the-art facilities are
going on. As a result, the spread of Covid-19 among the densely
populated Rohingya community has been largely controlled.

Sheikh Hasinas government has taken special measures to
protect a large number of people from the blow of'the disaster in
the fragile hilly terrain of the disaster-prone Cox’s Bazar
district. A pool of volunteers has been formed and trained in
Myanmar language following the ‘Cyclone Preparedness
Programme’ after selecting individuals from the Forcibly
Displaced Myanmar Nationals.

The fear of widespread loss of lives and properties by landslides,
cyclones and heavy rains at home and in international arena has
been tackled with the combined efforts of the government and
other agencies. A shelter with better facilities has been
constructed in Bhasanchar at the own expense of Bangladesh
government which costs BDT 300 million. Prior to safe and
dignified repatriation to their homeland, the measures have been
taken to relocate 1 lac Myanmar Nationals to Bhasanchar who
are living in vulnerable condition in Cox’s Bazar.

The island of 13,000 acres is equipped with all facilities to
protect against all types of disasters. 120 cyclone shelters of
four-storey building furnished with alternative power supply,
shipping, helipad and telecommunication facilities, modern
food storage system, waste and sewerage system,
environment-friendly fuel and stove system, internal paved
road, law and order, health, education and recreation facilities
have created. In addition, a number of livelihood opportunities
including agriculture, fisheries and animal husbandry have
alsobeen provided.

Recently, 306 helpless Rohingya men and women about to die
floating helplessly in the sea have been rescued and provided
with shelter in Bhasanchar. It is to be noted that although none
came forward to accept these helpless people, Bangladesh
sheltered them with the instructions from Sheikh Hasina.
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Newly constructed Cyclone shelter in Bhasanchar

105




Fisheries and Animal Husbandry at Bhasanchar
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is delivering her speech in the 72th session of United Nations General Assembly
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina delivered important
speeches at the 72nd, 73rd and 74th Sessions of the UN General
Assembly with a view to finding a lasting solution to this
international refugee crisis. In all these speeches, she made the
following proposals for resolving the crisis.
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Five proposals presented by Hon’ble Prime Minister in the
72nd Session, 21 November 2017

First: Myanmar must unconditionally stop the violence and
the practice of ethnic cleansing in the Rakhine State
immediately and forever;

Second: Secretary General of the United Nations should
immediately send a Fact-Finding Mission to Myanmar;

Third: All civilians irrespective of religion and ethnicity must
be protected in Myanmar. For that “safe zones” could be
builtinside Myanmar under UN supervision;

Fourth: Ensure safe and permanent repatriation of all forcibly
displaced Rohingyas in Bangladesh to their homes in
Myanmar; and

The recommendations of Kofi Annan Commission
Report must be implemented unconditionally as soon
as possible.

Fifth:

Hon'ble Prime Minister presented three new proposals in
the 73rd Session in 2018

First:  Myanmar must abolish discriminatory laws, policies and
practices against Rohingyas and address the root causes
of forced displacement in a genuine and timely manner;

\

“They are human beings. We cannot
push them back into the atrocities.”

\_

---Hon'bel Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

J
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is addressing at the high level meeting in NY
to seek permanent solution of Rohingya crisis, 22 September 2021
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Second: Myanmar must create a conducive environment by
building trust and guaranteeing protection, rights and
pathway to citizenship for all Rohingyas. If needed, create
a “safe zone” inside Myanmar to protect all civilians; and

Third: Prevent atrocity crimes against Rohingyas in Myanmar
by bringing accountability and justice, particularly in
light of the recommendations of the Fact-Finding

Mission of the UN Human Rights Council.

Hon'ble Prime Minister presented four-point proposals in
the 74th Session of General Assembly for the rapid and
permanent solution of Rohingya Crisis

First: Myanmar must show reflection of her political
commitment by taking effective measures of
sustainable rehabilitation and assimilation for

Rohingyas.
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Second: Myanmar must repeal her discriminatory laws and
policies for establishing the mutual trust and arrange
the travel for the representatives of Rohingyas to North
Rakhine.

Third: Myanmar must ensure security and protection of
Rohingas through the deployment of civilian
observatory team from the international community.

Fourth: The international communities must bring the salient

causes of Rohingya Crisis under their consideration, and
the responsibilities of human rights violation and other
atrocities committed by Myanmar must be ensured.

The bold and steady initiatives of Hon'ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for the deprived Rohingyas got attention in
international arena. In response to her proposals, the General
Secretary of UN sent an investigatory team to Myanmar, and
this team also submitted the report on this respective issue. If the
recommendations mentioned in this report and the proposals
presented by Honorable Prime Minister are implemented
properly, hopefully it can be mentioned that the permanent
solution of Rohingya Crisis will be possible.

In this context, leading personalities of different countries,
members of civil society, ambassadors expressed their support
for Sheikh Hasina's leadership and decision.

Diplomat Magazine (August 6, 2021) evaluates Sheikh Hasina
saying, "Sheikh Hasina, the leader of a very densely populated
developing country, has set a unique example of benevolence."

In September 2017, IOM Chief Antonio Vitorino, UNHCR Chief
Fillippo Grandi, WFP Chief Mark Lowcock met Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and thanked her for her sincere efforts in
tackling the Rohingya crisis.

UNHCR ChiefFillippo Grandi said, “I thank Sheikh Hasina and
I thank Bangladesh to receive these refugees, in today’s world
that is something that cannot be taken for granted and should be
appreciated.”



TNT AT Y TS TR @ [ieT Qi AR

UN Secretary General and the Head of World Bank made a courtesy call with Hon'ble Prime Minister

AR T G, SR o @it asw g 1 Q2o T4 AW
G T FAT D |"

P AR ST ZUC! I, “eLiTarar (<12 T @fEen
TR IR ST (T9 (AR SPTRS, SIS
(TSR T2 O TN FACe ZT |~

TS TR AN GTOCET oTF o F NANF A7 E
TR T (R P TR ST FE | RS A
(AT TFE ST 8 GAREE TENE e AT
ATHBIE FAPIAA Srigde! RO Srard FE |

TER RIS e @oR 8 quitl (IR (14 2R

IS [ (9™ @i 12 et Siyife weaees |
@ifZe Ao Tifese “ @rea-o” s et fiea fifee

111

Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau said, “Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has been showing an outstanding leadership in
handling the Rohingya Refugees, Common Wealth leaders must
support her.”

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres praised Sheikh Hasina
government for providing shelter to hundreds of thousands of
Myanmar citizens. He cited Bangladesh's efforts in achieving
development progress since independence and SDG targets as a
unique example.

The world leaders considered Sheikh Hasina's initiatives for
tackling the adverse impact of climate change and disaster as an
exemplary and outstanding performance. Though Rohingya
Crisis has been marked as the 'Level-3' emergencies by the
UNO, the government of Sheikh Hasina has been able to protect
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the densely populated Rohingyas in Cox's Bazar from any type
of disaster such as landslides and cyclones through her
government's wise management and adept steps. No Rohingya
lost his/her life in the face of disasters. While visiting the
Rohingya camps, former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
detailed the success of Sheikh Hasina's leadership in tackling
disasters and mitigating the adversities of climate change along
with praising the humanitarian aids for Rohingyas. He said,
“Bangladesh has been wisely investing with a vision of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. That is why we are here to learn the
lessons from Bangladesh and to disseminate their message to the
world far and wide.”

The international mass media termed Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina as the ‘Mother of Humanity’ for her enormous
humanitarian contributions to Rohingya Crisis.

“If we can

feed 160 million
people, we can also
feed 1 million
Rohingyas. If
necessary, we will
share the food.”

- Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
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Sheikh Hasina's Visionary
Leadership: Bangladesh in the
International Arena

Bangladesh has been a miracle in global arena by dint of the
impeccable chemistry of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s strong leadership and political wisdom. Bangladesh has
set a rare example of achieving the goals of sustainable
development in a timely and appropriate manner. Apart from that
Bangladesh is widely discussed in the global arena now-a-days
for her strong position on issues like climate change and its
impact. Bangladesh has reached a unique height on the world
map by opening her doors to Rohingya refugees. Bangladesh is
now hosting the largest camp of forcibly displaced people in the
world. The list of successes of Bangladesh under the leadership
of Sheikh Hasina is quite long. Today, Sheikh Hasina and
Bangladesh are in the centerpoint of international media. Sheikh
Hasina and Bangladesh are a source of inspiration for others in
the current world, in the fileds including disaster management,
human development and women's empowerment.

Sheikh Hasina Chairs the Climate Vulnerable Forum

Due to her firm leadership during 2011-2012 Sheikh Hasina has
been made Chairperson of the Climate Vulnerable Forum
(CVF) again for the period of 2020-2021. The CVF is a global
partnership of 48 countries that are disproportionately affected
by the consequences of global warming.

The purpose of the CVF is to channel input from the most
vulnerable groups, creating new policies and promoting
effective action on climate change as it evolves. The forum is
recognized as a voice on international climate-change issues. A
regional Global Centre on Adaptation (GCA) for South Asia has
been established in Dhaka which will also be served as CVF
Secretariat.
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Saima Wazed, Chief Advisor of the National Task Force on
Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management and
International Focal Point, Advisory Group of Disability
Inclusive Disaster Risk Management, Bangladesh, has been
chosen as a ‘Thematic Ambassador’ by Climate Vulnerable
Forum (CVF) under the thematic domain of ‘Vulnerability’.
Besides Saima, the CVF chosen former President of Maldives
Mohamed Nasheed, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of the
Philippines Loren Legarda and Lead Climate Change Specialist
of DR of Congo Tosi Mpanu-Mpanu as its “Thematic
Ambassadors” under three other thematic domains respectively
—Ambition, Parliament and Renewable Energy.

Bangladesh is honored to preside over this forum of nations
most vulnerable to the global climate crisis. It represents nearly
1.3 billion people whose everyday life has become a struggle
with the ferocity of the climate wrath that is gripping our planet.

Bangladesh Leads Disaster Risk Management in CICA
Platform

Bangladesh as one of the 27 members of the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)
has been leading the platform for the theme of Disaster Risk
Management. This inter-governmental forum aimed at
enhancing cooperation through elaborating multilateral
approaches towards promoting peace, security and stability in
Asia. Established in 1999 CICA currently has 27 members. As
part of celebrating the 50 years of'its Independence, Bangladesh
arranged a Virtual Workshop on 5th April 2021 on Promoting
Cohesion: Learning from Volunteerism in Disaster Risk
Management with the participation of member countries.

Bangladesh Chairs ADPC Board of Trustee

Md. Mohsin, Secretary, MoDMR has been elected as the
Chairperson of Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)
Board of Trustees. The Chairship was transferred from Thailand
to Bangladesh as per the Rules of Procedure (RoP). Md. Mohsin
1s serving as Chair to the Board of Trustee for the year of 2021.
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is delivering her speech in the 76th session of United Nations General Assembly, New York, 24 September 2021
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Based in Bangkok Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) is
an autonomous international organization. Established in 1986,
ADPC supports countries in Asia and the Pacific in building their
DRR systems, institutional mechanisms and capacity building. It
is a matter of great pride for Bangladesh to lead such an
organization as the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees as per
the directives of Hon'ble Prime Minister .

International Conference on Disability inclusive Disaster
Risk Management

The first international conference on ‘Disability and Disaster
Risk Management’” was held in Dhaka on 14 December 2015
with the aim of including disability in disaster management.
‘Dhaka Declaration 2015° was adopted at the conference.
Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the 2nd
International Conference held on May 15-17,
2018. The conference adopted ‘Dhaka
Declaration2015+.”

“By 2030, we are determined

to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. To this end,
we are implementing various
programmes in natural disaster
management including all the
people of the country
irrespective of men, women and
persons with disabilities in
development activities.”

- Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in 2nd international conference on disability and
disaster risk management, 15 May 2018
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18 countries participated in the 1st Conference and later a
number of disaster risk management related professionals,
government and non-government organizations, UNISDR
(renamed as UNDRR), persons with disabilities, and academics
from 32 countries were present at the 2nd conference.

In the light of the 'Dhaka Declaration', a Disability inclusive
National Task Force was formed on Disaster Risk Management.
Ms. Saima Wazed, International Focal Point, Advisory Group of
Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management, Bangladesh, as
the Chief Advisor of the Task Force, has been providing
guidance and advice on the implementation of Disability
Disaster Risk Management activities.

By organizing this conference, concerned ministries/
departments/agencies have implemented disability inclusive
activities and thus the persons with disabilities are contributing
in disaster risk reduction. Global Platform for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2017 conference directed all countries to include the
recommendations of the 'Dhaka Declaration 2015' in the
preparation of the progress report and monitoring of the
implementation of the Sendai Framework so that Bangladesh's
leading role is reflected. In the light of the 'Dhaka Declaration
2015', Disability has been also included in ‘Delhi Declaration’
that adopted in Asian Ministerial Conference for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2016.

Bangladesh at the Regional Consultative Group (RCG)
Platform for Disaster Response

The Government of Bangladesh took over the chairmanship of
RCG-2018 at the 3rd Conference of the Regional Consultative
Group (RCG), a Disaster Management Platform for Asia and
the Pacific, held in Singapore in 2017. The 4th RCG Conference
was held on 24-26 January 2019 in Dhaka with the participation
of representatives of concerned countries and organizations.
Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina reiterated Bangladesh’s
‘role model’ in disaster management as the chief guest at the
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conference and stressed the importance of enhancing regional
cooperation in disaster and climate change risk mitigation. The
speeches and discussions of the delegates from 23 countries
echoed Bangladesh as ‘Role Model’ in disaster management
under the leadership of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. In the
conference, the leadership role of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in humanitarian activities along with
coordinating Civil-Military joint Response.

Memorandum of Understanding signed with India

Efforts have been made to increase mutual cooperation with
other countries and international and regional organizations to
make disaster management activities more efficient. The
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief'is coordinating the
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implementation of various such agreements and the
implementation of the measures taken in its light. A
Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Disaster
Management, Adaptation and Mitigation was signed on 27
March 2021 in the presence of the Prime Ministers of
Bangladesh and India.

Disaster Response Excercise and Exchange (DREE)

The initiatives of Bangladesh in disaster response by practicing
Disaster Response Exercise and Exchange have helped
different countries to enhance their efficiency in disaster
response. In 2019, Singapore and Bangladesh jointly organized
Exercise on Coordinated Response (ExXCOORES) in Singapore
to exchange experiences and improve skills. Bangladesh’s
leadership in organizing those events have further brightened
the image of the country in the world.

Bangladesh Supports the Friendly Nations in the Time of
Disaster

Not only her own country, the prompt measure of Sheikh Hasina
to support the Friendly Nations in the time of Disaster has
upheld the image of Bangalee nation. Under the direction of
Sheikh Hasina, 20,000 MT of quality rice, bottled water,
medical teams and rescue volunteers were sent at an
unprecedented speed for the people affected by the devastating
earthquake in Nepal in May 2015. Similarly, Sheikh Hasina's
Bangladesh extended a hand of friendship to Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and Maldives during their disasters.

Managing Disaster Amid COVID-19: Success and
Recognition

The famous business magazine Forbes has published an article
praising the steps taken by the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for
contributing to the reconstruction of future through tackling
COVID-19. In its article, Forbes described her move as the
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A Memorandum of Understanding on Disaster Management was signed between the two
countries on March 27, 2021 in the presence of the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Sheikh Hasina and the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi
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fastest, most effective and most timely in terms of success in
dealing with the super cyclone Amphan during covid-19. The
Prime Minister's move was mentioned by the World Economic
Forum as "commendable".

The UK-based Guardian published a joint special report by
Sheikh Hasina and Patrick Verkooijen on Bangladesh for its
successful management of cyclone amid COVID-19 situations.
It has written, “Bangladesh has battled the twin perils of a super-
cyclone and COVID-19. We can offer lessons for others facing
similar dangers.”

Bangladesh's image in the world has been brightened as the
international media praises Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's far-
sighted and timely steps to combat the corona virus.

UN praises Sheikh Hasina's leadership in tackling
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Excellency,

On behalf of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), [ extend my deepest
sympathy to the people and Government of Bangladesh for the loss of life and livellhoods caused
by Cyclone Roanu on 19 May. Our thoughts are with the families of those who died, and of all who
have suffered,

At a time when global leaders met for the United Nations World Humanitarian Summit in
Istanbiul, Bangladesh has once again demonstrated its resilience to disastors, Under your
leadership, the Government's disaster risk reduction efforts, including the proactive measures
taken to evacuate half a million people, have limited the toll of death and destruction of the
eyclone.

The UNDP Country Office in Bangladesh works closely with the Government on post-
disaster recovery efforis, A Joint Needs Assessment has quickly been conducted based on which
UNDP proposed a Cyclone Roanu Recovery Plan which alms at ensuring that affected people
recefve effective support from the Government and agencies. As part of this effort UNDP will
mobilize modern and cost effective technology (drones) for canducting damage assessment anc
suppaorting local government in developing resilient recovery plans,

LINEOP takes pride in being a long-standing partner of the Government and the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Relief in the Implementation of the Comprehensive Disaster
Management Pragramme which has substantially increased the country’s resilience to disasters
and elimate change,

The United Nations, including UNDP, will remaln a steadfast partner of the Government
and people of Bangladesh in the recavery from Cyclone Roanu. We will also cantinue 1o work
closely with your Government in making Bangladesh a resilient country which can achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals, despite growing disaster risks,

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Wthenn, [ Aaedy

Helen Clark
Hier Excellancy
Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh
Dhaka

Oine Unijed Mations Plazs, Bew Yok NY 10001 7 Tel (2120 506 5791 Fa (210 900 5778 wens, undp.ong
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Cyclone Roanu

Helen Clark, UNDP's Administrative Chief, praised Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's steps in dealing with Cyclone Roanu
in 2016. On behalf of the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP), she conveyed her deepest condolences to the people
and government of Bangladesh for the lives and livelihoods
affected by Cyclone Roanu on 19 May. “Our love for the
families of those who died and for the victims,” she said. By the
time world leaders met at the UN World Humanitarian Summit
in Istanbul, Bangladesh had once again demonstrated its
capability in disaster response. She mentioned that the
evacuation of half a million people under the leadership of
Sheikh Hasina and various measures taken to reduce the risk of
disasters have reduced the damage and loss of life and property
inthe cyclone.

Sheikh Hasina awarded for leadership and humanity

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been termed as
the Mother of Humanity by the international media in
recognition of her outstanding humanitarian approach in the
Rohingya crisis.

She has been awarded with two prestigious international awards
for leadership, humanity and prudence.

e Inter Press Service (IPS) International Achievement Award
e Special Distinction Award 2018 for Leadership.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has
honoured the Prime Minister as the 'Champion of the Earth' in
Policy Leadership category for her proven leadership in
addressing the impacts of climate change.



On 21st September 2016, The UN-Women
recognized Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina as
"Planet 50-50 Champion" for her outstanding

contribution in empowering women. UN
Women conferred her the award at a high-level
reception at the UN Plaza at the UN
Headquarters.

On 21st September 2016, Global Partnership
Forum awarded Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
"Agent of Change Award" for her extraordinary

contribution to women empowerment. The
premier said the honour is recognition for the
women of Bangladesh as they are the true
agents of change.
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On April 9, 2000, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina received prestigious Pearl S. Buck
Award in recognition of her vision, courage,
achievements in political, economic and
humanitarian fields by Randolph Macon
Women's College of USA
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On September 14, 2015, United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) declared
Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina as one of
the winners of the Champions of The Earth'
award in the 'Policy Leadership' category. This
award is the highest environmental accolade that
the United Nations can confer upon outstanding
individuals and organizations. UNEP remarks
PM Sheikh Hasina as an outstanding leader on
the frontline of climate change.



On 23rd September, 2019, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has received the prestigious
Vaccine Hero award in recognition of
Bangladesh's outstanding success in vaccination
to immunise children.

<GAVI

ALLIANCE

GAVI recognized Bangladesh for best
immunization performance among six large
populous countries which are eligible for its

support this year. Bangladesh has shown
leadership in reducing the number of un-
immunized children by 52% in last four years.
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On 21st November, 2014, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has been honored with 'South South
Cooperation Visionary' Award of United Nations
for her contribution in expanding information
technology, ensuring healthcare to grassroots
level, improvement of society's distress people
through safety net programme and success in
poverty alleviation. Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Prime
Minister's Advisor on ICT Affairs,
received the award on behalf of her.

On September 19, 2010, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina received this Award in New York from
United Nations on behalf of the country for
reducing child mortality by 50 percent.
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On 28th September 2018, The Inter Press
Service News Agency awarded Sheikh Hasina
'International Achievement Award' for her
exemplary humanitarian response by giving
shelter to more than one million Rohingyas.
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On 28th September 2018, The Global Hope
Coalition, a network of three not-for-profit
foundations based in New York, gave Sheikh
Hasina '2018 Special Recognition for
Outstanding Leadership award' for her 'farsighted
leadership’ during the Rohingya crisis.
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On 8th March 2019, Sheikh Hasina won the

award for her outstanding contribution to the

field of women empowerment as well as her
dynamic leadership in South Asian region.
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International recognitions in disaster management

e Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said at an
international conference on climate migration in Dhaka on
July 10, 2019 said, “Bangladesh is our best teacher in
disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation”

e The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres referred to
Bangladesh's Prime Minister as a committed leader to her
people with special reference to her earlier efforts in
reducing disaster risks.

e The Government of Japan, in the 2014 White Paper on
Disaster Management, praised Bangladesh's disaster risk
reduction activities and called on others to follow suit. The
report cites examples of Bangladesh's disaster risk
reduction programs, especially Cyclone Preparedness
Program, which has greatly reduced resource loss,
including mortality.

e Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi, at the

Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
in New Delhi in November 2016, recommended that the
Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP) be followed by other
countries at the international level as an effective program.
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Sheikh Hasina
Notable Quotes
on Disaster Risk
Management
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Sheikh Hasina: Notable Quotes on
Disaster Risk Management

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is
the pioneer of the concept of disaster risk reduction and its
implementation. The establishment of the CPP in 1972 and the
allocation of 11.5% of the national budget for disaster
management are the appropriate examples. In his address to the
UN General Assembly in 1974, the strong call for establishment
for an international organization has made a significant
contribution in strengthening disaster risk management.

Sheikh Hasina, the worthy daughter of Bangabandhu, since the
formation of her first government in 1996, has taken effective
steps in formulating and implementing various constructive
plans to take forward the steps of the Father of the Nation in
achieving disaster resilience. Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has given important instructions, plans, implementation
outlines and suggestions at various meetings and seminars on
strengthening disaster management at national and
international level which are highlighted in this chapter.
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Hon'ble Prime Minister's programme to prepare breads for the flood affected people in 1998
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“ After Awami League formed government,

there was a flood in 1998 , this was the longest
lasting flood. About 70 percent of the country was
submerged under water for over 70 days. At that
time many international organizations like BBC or
World Bank or other organizations apprehended
that 20 million people will lose their lives in this
flood. We said by the grace of Allah we will not
allow a single person to die without eating, we will
assist. When we gave the direction that we had to
make hand-made bread, everyone in every sector
started working together, we delivered the food to
the people by helicopter. Around one thousand
people across Bangladesh died of various diseases
including drownings and snake bites. It was also

an experience of how we dealt with this flood.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction-13 October 2020
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“Whatever we had done in the tenure of 96

reverted to the previous state later. However, the
steps we have taken since coming to power for
the second time enabled us to set an example in

dealing with any disaster.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“The tea laborers were brought in British era

to collect tea leaves. But there was no shelter for
them to live in. They had no address and no
citizenship. The Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the
first who grant them citizenship. There is also
special provision in the constitution for the
backward section of the citizens. And following
his footsteps, we have now taken measures to
rehabilitate everyone including the nomadic snake
charmers and Hijra (third gender) in the society.
At the same time, we are taking measures to
ensure the safety for coastal areas, which are
prone to tidal surges or cyclones by planting trees
on a large scale, creating green belts and making
disaster resilient infrastructure in those vulnerable
areas. Besides, we are building disaster resilient

houses for those who are homeless.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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“Currently we have 54,000 volunteers -

[ am very happy that even our female
volunteers are playing a significant role.

I congratulate our girls for coming as volunteers
together with the boys.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“We have to live with the floods, but we

have to take special care not to be affected by the
floods. That's why we have already adopted
Delta Plan-2100. We have also started
implementing the plan on how to improve the
delta. We are dredging all our rivers, re-digging
canals, beels, ponds or reservoirs so that they can

contain enough water,”
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“We have now over 160 million people, and

ensuring food security for them is the most
important thing. Our agricultural scientists have
achieved of great success. We have been able to
produce drought and salinity tolerant rice. We are
doing research on ensure survival of the rice in
the submerged condition for longer time. And we

. 2
have success in every research.

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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Expansion of coastal green belt to reduce climate change and disasters risk
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“If we can grow mangroves and green

belts in the coastal areas, our country will be
much protected from the tidal wave. At the
same time, our ecological balance will be
maintained, and targeting this we are taking

. 2
various steps.

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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“The cyclone shelters we are building are

multipurpose. They can be used as schools,
offices and when there is a cyclone people
would be facilitated to take shelter there. This
time when the cyclone ‘Amphan’ was about to
strike , we evacuated 2.4 million people and
gave them shelter there. I think no country can
do in this way but Bangladesh has done it.

29
So we can.

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“ At the Global Commission on Adaptation

meeting in Dhaka on July 2019, former UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon announced to
establish the Global Adaptation Center in Dhaka
in recognition of Bangladesh's success in
disaster prevention. In this context, we have set
up the office of the Global Center on
Adaptation last month. Today, not only the
international recognition, Bangladesh has also
been able to pave the way to deal with this
disaster with the support of people, and we are

doing that as well.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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“As a result of climate change and sea level

rise many countries, especially the small islands,
will disappear. Our coastal areas will also be
affected. Then where will these people go?
Where will they take refuge? Therefore, we have
to take steps to deal with the challenges now and

we are taking accordingly.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October
2020

“We have already started constructing an

Emergency Operations Center for disaster
management so that we can take action to deal

with any disaster there from.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October
2020

“The National Disaster Management

Coordination Center (NDRCC) has been set up to
expedite our grassroots activities and disseminate

early warning and disaster information to all.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October
2020
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Under the awareness program, our

volunteers should be trained through mock drills
for tackling earthquakes, cyclones and fires
incident and all the people should be made aware
to deal with the disasters. Our children should be
taught about disasters in schools and other

educational institutes.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“We are utilizing the experience of Father of

the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. I hope we can deal with any disastrous
situation and I firmly believe that Bangalis can,

the people of Bangladesh can.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020




Sheikh Hasina's Govt. has firm determination to promote renewable energy
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“On the birth centenary of the Father of the

Nation, it is our decision that not a single citizen
will be landless or homeless. I know that this
time the flood has caused river bank erosion at a
great scale. Many people have become homeless
due to the river erosion. But it is my instruction
that everyone who is homeless should have a
house, those who do not have any land left, we

will buy land and build house for them.”
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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“Mobile phones were not available at one

time, we made it open for all in '96. Now everyone
has a mobile phone. We have set up digital centers
all over Bangladesh. People can take services from
there. We have launched the satellite
Bangabandhu-1, we will launch the second one as
well. In this way, the Awami League government
has taken all the steps to protect people, starting
from disaster forecasting, and we will continue to
do so, and everyone will follow the suite in the

future as well.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“In the meantime, we have formulated the

"Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100" with a focus on
mitigating climate change and disaster induced
damage. In the first phase of this master plan, 80
projects have been proposed. About 35 percent of
the total investment has been earmarked for flood
control, prevention of river erosion, increase in
water holding capacity and increase in
navigability. By 2022, we have planned to dredge
510 km of river. The measures including the
construction of reservoirs to conserve irrigation
water in summer, 4,883 km canal excavation,
construction and renovation of flood control

dams have been undertaken.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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“We are optimistic about the

implementation of the Paris Agreement to
ensure climate justice. At the national
level, we have taken effective initiatives
to address the adverse effects of climate
change, with a focus on climate

sensitivity.”

“Bangladesh has shown

exemplary success in dealing with
floods and other disasters. In order to
achieve self-sufficiency in food, we
have developed crop-intensive
technology and submergence tolerant
crop varieties. We have successfully
dealt with the massive floods that
have hit Bangladesh and other South

Asian countries this year.”
72nd Session of the United Nations General

Assembly, UN Headquarters, New York, 21
September 2017
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“In 2012, we enacted the Disaster

Management Act. Under this Act, we have set up
the Department of Disaster Management, which
is making a significant contribution to disaster
management, risk reduction and management.
We drafted a strategy in 2015 to address the
plight of the Internally Displaced People (IDPs)
due to climate change and adopted the National
Resilience Progamme keeping in line with the

Sendai Framework and the SDGs.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“Bangabandhu was unparallel example of

human welfare. In Bangladesh, he is a pioneer in
the formulation of disaster risk reduction
programs. He built 172 'Mujib Killa' (earthen
mound) to save the lives and property of the
people from the cyclone. He initiated the
Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP) in 1972
with the help of the then League of Red Cross to

reduce the risk of cyclone.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020



ERCER, e Wweee R uefl (e @
QAN PN TIEIA O (T T, FH @
THACT IS GRS ACACR | T 7R q079R
fafiel” ST ST TR | CTRIGIRS Af*rmet
FY(> Bl T TRCR U UTo efeddt & @
WA TTSE T FCACE |

WBEI O 7 N M7-30 WFAT 020

“PfE™ ¢ SfPIed FIFS FANA FCF)
I (PRECE [ (Fe 8 S=yiey fSarerer fomw
(N TR 0o = T2 | ST
Teld fOres SR AL 8 TmiFFer
ARGFCIF FRS T | O3 YoF5E o2 f$T 71
T AT TRREFAR @ FICS AR ST
AR K SR |~

B[O G &N M7-30 SCFAT 2020

149

“Construction, renovation and development
of Herringbone Bond Road, Bridge / Culvert,
Flood Shelter, Cyclone Shelter and 64 District
Relief Warehouse cum Disaster Management
Information Centers are in progress. The
construction of 'disaster resilient house is
underway. The volunteer training programs have
been launched including the persons with

disabilities and their organisations.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020

“In order to reduce the damage caused by
earthquakes and fires, I urge the people to build
infrastructure in compliance with building codes
and other safety regulations. Firefighting and rescue
operations are severely hampered by the crowds of
curious people. Therefore, I urge the people to
cooperate the trained rescue workers to do their jobs
smoothly by not creating unnecessary chaos and

brawl at the site of incident.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October 2020
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“Today has been a joyous day for me,
because the most deprived people in this
country, who had no address, no home, I
have managed to give them today at least an
address, a place to live in for whom my
father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib had

struggled through out his life.”

“Soon after the independence,
the Father of the Nation initiated the
Gucchogram (Cluster Village) plan to
provide houses to the homeless and
he himself went to the Noakhali char
area and laid the foundation stone of

the Gucchgram Project there.”

“Our goal in the Mujib year is that not

a single person will remain homeless. We
have limited resources, but we are doing at
our best. The only goal of my father
Bangabandhu Mujib was to change the

destiny of the people of this country.”

Inauguration Ceremony of Providing Land and Housing
to Landless and Homeless Families on the Occasion of
Mujib Year, Dhaka, 23 January 2021
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“Together with the numerous effects of

climate change, Bangladesh suffers from water
crisis due to drought and a lot of water is of no
use during disasters including flood and tidal
surge. The groundwater level is going down. As
a result, water is becoming scarce in the dry
season. The development vision of the Father of
the Nation was- the development activities will
be conducted following the domestic system but
the standard will be international. Following his
footsteps, we have taken into account the overall
water resource management of the country. In
this case, we have put special emphasis on
reducing the use of groundwater and conserving

and making surface water useable.”

Inauguration of National Workshop for Sustainable Development
Goal-6 (SDG-6) Implementation, 20 November 2016

“Bangladesh is working to tackle climate

change. We have decided to go for capital
dredging in all the big rivers. It will ensure
regular flow of rivers, water retaining capacity
will be increased, floods will be controlled, and
submerged agricultural lands will be revived. We
have introduced a climate change fund with our
own resource. At the same time the support of the

. . . . . 2
international community is also essential.

70th Session of the UN General Assembly, 30 September 2015



“IIAT @F e AAfFIeTre f[ed T
AR | P, ST GTF AT Wiy, T @
FYRAT AL 23 | SR AR G GF0
R RS @ AR "

G ST I 2ATICAT 20O AT, Vo (THFT 05¢

“Sobd AT YITATY T T Jigd A0 A | 009
AteTd giefare Preca ST T © 2T 8oo SR @
T | 00d HER T T MR WiEpel-ARGTI=eceT
RF AR ST ddo T T© NFF AT AW |
AT 055-9F (T T ¢ IS ARG FACS TAT
YT Yo & |”

SIS oF 7L =T MT-39

QEIRT 00

152

“We live in a world that is changing fast.

Let us compliment each other's responsibilities,
problems and possibilities. We want to leave a

beautiful world for future generations.”

70th Session of the UN General Assembly, 30 September 2015

“Cyclone 1991 killed about hundreds of

thousands people. Cyclone Sidr in 2007 killed
more than 3,400. In May 2009, Cyclone Aila killed
some 190 people in the southwestern part of the
country. And in May 2019, 10 people died in the

cyclone Fani.”

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction- 13 October
2020
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Sheikh Hasina
The Change Maker
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the 45th Session of the OIC Council of Foreign Minsters
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Sheikh Hasina: The Change Maker

Following the footsteps of the Father of the Nation, Bangladesh,
under the visionary and extraordinary leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, is now a 'Role Model' in Disaster
Management Internationally. Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s prudent plan and its implementation is the driving
force behind this success.

Following her directives, the disaster risk management has been
incorporated in all development plans including five-year plans,
Bangladesh Delta Plan-2100 and all national strategies Plan to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

Sheikh Hasina's government is firmly determined to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. To this end, we are
implementing various programs in natural disaster management
including all the people of the country irrespective of men, women
and persons with disabilities in development activities. Under the
leadership of Sheikh Hasina, the culture of disaster management
has developed in the country with the principle of ‘Whole of
Society Approach’. She is being considered as the ‘Change
Maker’ should be followed nationally and internationally.

Sheikh Hasina rushes to the distressed people after each and
every flood and cyclone in the country. It is like the verse of poet
Mahadev Saha, "I just know that she also belongs the map ofthe
country so did her father.”

Well before taking the office of the Prime Minister, she used
to stand beside the vulnerable communities affected by natural
disaster in different parts of the country. During the protracted
catastrophic flood of 1998, she undertook the unprecedented
initiative to feed and provide clothes to the millions affected
by flood and that has been a part of glorious history in our
disaster management.
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Her genuine compassion for the distressed peoples was
reflected when more than one million forcibly displaced
Myanmar nationals entered the country crossing the border in
2017. She extended all out support to the FDMN with her
maternal affection. Her tremendous humanitarian leadership is
being lauded all over the world.

In recognition of her extraordinary humanitarianism , Sheikh
Hasina has received dozens of prestigious awards from various
organizations around the world including United Nations. The late
intellectual Mustafa Nurul Islam said , ““Sheikh Hasina is at a time
an ambassador of peace, a shining symbol of development, an
exemplary leader in the field of leadership , one of the best thinkers
in the world, a true patriot as well as an indomitable politician.’

Gradually she has become a major force of talent, courage and
humanity in the world. According to British Newspaper she is the,
‘Mother of Humanity’. The Guardian commented on her initiative
for forcibly displaced Myanmar national, ‘The tremendous
generosity shown by the Prime Minister of Bangladesh is rare in
the world’.

Noble peace laureate Colombian President Jose Manuel Santos,
has called Sheikh Hasina a "Conscience of World Humanity."
Another Nobel Peace Prize laureate Kailash Satyarthi has
referred to Sheikh Hasina as the 'Beacon of World Humanity'.

The former chief economist of World Bank and the Professor of
Cornell University, Dr. Kaushik Basu thinks that Bangladesh
will be the name of a story of extraordinary success in Asia by
the unprecedented leadership of Sheikh Hasina. The daughter of
Bangabandhu, Sheikh Hasina as a visionary leader made us the
believe the dream of transforming Bangladesh into a developed
nation by 2041. She truly believes in ‘A Long Way to Go’. Her
thoughts are reflected in the strategies of the 'Bangladesh Delta
Plan-2100". In order to address the negative effects of climate
change, she has taken initiatives to develop identified disaster
hotspots such as Chars, Haors- Baors, Coasts, Estuaries, Barind
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areas and Urban areas. The fact that she has taken steps to
conduct appropriate activities including capital dredging which
shows her prudence.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has turned into global leader
surpassing the border of her own country. Its a learning for all,
only after many sacrifices one can become a leader of the
people. Including disaster management, she constantly strives
to create new leaderships in every development sector. Its main
objective is to accelerate economic development by integrating
different streams of development through different levels of
leadership. Sheikh Hasina has succeeded in adopting strategies
for COVID 19 pandemic by virtue of her exemplary leadership,
where most of the leaders in the world are struggling.

US based popular Forbes magazine praised Bangladesh's role in
tackling Corona under Sheikh Hasina's leadership. She didn’t
make mistake to take quick decision to deal with Corona. The
World Economic Forum has termed her decision-making
strategy as a ‘commendable initiative’.

She is working to increase employment opportunities and social
status from beggar to all classes of people by implementing the
new concept named ‘Our Village, Our Town’. Vision 2021 and
Perspective Plan 2041 are sprung from her far-sighted thoughts.
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Gradually, the beloved daughter of Bangabandhu has turned
from a worker to a leader, a leader to a national leader and a
national leader to a global leader.

In recognition to Bangladesh’s far-reaching initiatives to address
climate change, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been awarded
the UN’s highest environmental accolade the ‘Champions of the
Earth’. The Statistics International, a Singapore-based research
organization recognized Sheikh Hasina as the second-best Prime
Minister in the world based on their own survey.

She is the first to give us the idea of social safety net which
facilitates the presence of various elements of development to
the grassroots people. Under her proficient leadership, various
mega projects including the formation of special economic
zones and IT parks are being implemented in and outside of the
capital, with special consideration to the important areas in
terms of industry and trade.

The innovative ideas emanating from her thoughts, we are on
the way of being successful. These include Padma Bridge,
Metro Rail Transit (MRT), Elevated Expressway, numerous
Flyovers, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and many other diverse
development initiatives.

The idea to set up community clinics and union health centers for
bringing medical services to the doorsteps of the mass people have
come from the innovative thoughts of the Sheikh Hasina. As a
result, the infant mortality rate has been reduced by bringing one
hundred percent children under health care facilities. Now the
average life expectancy of people reached to around 73 years.
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Sheikh Hasina, the worthy daughter of Bangbandhu, has paved
the way for Bangbandhu's Bangladesh to hold head high in the
world. She is now not only a symbol of changing the destiny of
Bangladeshi people as an agent of change for the world. In other
word she is an ultimate ideal change maker.
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